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Messenger & Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 5 December 1991 p.2C: 

 

Robert E. Green, 80, of Vincennes, Ind., died Tuesday, Dec. 3, 1991, from injuries 

received in an automobile accident south of Vincennes. He was born in Freelandville, Ind.; was a 

developer and owner of a construction company, coal company and hotels; and was a 33rd-

degree Mason and a member of Hadi Shrine and Shrine Jesters in Evansville, Vincennes Elks 

Lodge No. 291, Harmony Society men's club in Vincennes and First United Methodist Church in 

Vincennes. He owned Green Construction Co., Green Coal Co. and the Executive Inn Rivermont 

in Owensboro; Executive Inn hotels in Vincennes and Evansville; and Green Broadcasting, 

which operates radio stations WAOV in Vincennes and WRTB in Washington, Ind. He built and 

operated the Executive Inn Riverfront in Paducah before selling it in 1987. He was a member of 

the Board of Governors of Good Samaritan Hospital in Vincennes from 1983-87, a member of 

the board of trustees of Vincennes University from 1951-76 and an associate member and active 

supporter of the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame. Among the honors he received were honorary 

degrees from Vincennes University, Kentucky Wesleyan College and Indiana State University; a 

distinguished alumni award from ISU; a story in Life magazine in 1953 which rated him one of 

the top six young self-made businessmen in the country; and a Golden Plate Award from the 

American Academy of Achievement in 1969. He graduated from Freelandville High School, 

where he played varsity basketball. He graduated from Indiana State Teachers College in Terre 

Haute and formerly taught and coached basketball at schools in Oaktown, Graysville and Cory in 

Indiana. 

Survivors include his wife, Mary Agnes Durham Green; two sons, Robert D.  

Green of Vincennes and Thomas Green of Owensboro; and five grandchildren. 

Services are at 1 p.m. CST Friday in Bob Green Auditorium at Vincennes University. 

Burial in Memorial Park Cemetery, Vincennes. Visitation from 1-8 p.m. CST today and from 6 

a.m. to 10 a.m. CST Friday at Gardner Funeral Home in Vincennes, and from noon to 1 p.m. 

CST Friday at Green Auditorium at Vincennes University. The family requests that expressions 

of sympathy take the form of donations to Vincennes YMCA; Vincennes University 

Foundation, Robert E. Green Scholarships; or the Wendell Foster Center in Owensboro. 

 

Abstracts of other articles about Robert E. Green appearing in the Owensboro 

Messenger-Inquirer: 

 15 October 1977 p.1B:  "Dream come true" 

 16 October 1977 p.4A:  editorial on opening of the Executive Inn 

 16 October 1977 p.1E:  "When you stand still, your're going down'", section E, 24 pages, 

special edition on the opening of the Executive Inn Rivermont 

 18 June 1978 p.1A:  "Academy of Achievement: Celebrities are coming" 

 4 December 1991 p.1A:  "Green, builder of success, dies", after college, he began 

teaching and coaching basketball; during the summers, he & his brother worked hauling 

dirt, they bought a truck & kept finding hauling jobs, that enterprise eventually turned 

into Green Construction Co. and he left teaching for the business world; "I started 

business in 1940 with $1,500", he recalled, "$750 of it borrowed, and I've made a success 

of it"; World War II brought work building air bases, depots and barracks, Green 

Construction built many of the roads near Owensboro and has mined coal in Daviess 



County for four decades; in the late 1960s he bought the Ramada Inn hotel in Evansville, 

IN & renamed it the Executive Inn, he added hotels in his hometown of Vincennes, IN, 

Owensboro and Paducah 

 4 December 1991 p.8A:  "stunned friends remember Green's charity") 

 5 December 1991 p.7A:  "Green's life an American success story" 

 5 December 1991 p.1C:  "funeral for Green is Friday" 

 7 December 1991 p.1A:  "friends recall Green's full life he 'left this world, as always, in a 

hurry to get things done'"  

 6 June 2008 p.2A:  "Important dates in Executive Inn Rivermont history", May 1975 - 

Indiana developer Bob Green, who owned Executive Inns in Evansville and Vincennes, 

Ind., along with Daviess County's Green Coal Co., submits the high bid of $250,000 to 

Daviess Fiscal Court for the 3.29 acres along the riverfront at the end of Locust Street 

where the county garage and fire station had been located, he says he plans a $5 million 

high-rise convention center, motel and marina with 250 rooms; Oct. 14, 1977 - 

the Executive Inn opens with a gala featuring country singer Charlie Rich and comic 

Woody Woodbury in the International Rooms, the Showroom Lounge isn't finished, by 

now, the hotel has grown to 366 rooms on 15 acres; Dec. 30, 1979 - the Executive 

Inn reports 22,005 people attended 132 conventions since March 1, when it began 

keeping records; the city's five largest hotels report a 68.3 percent occupancy rate for the 

year; Dec. 3, 1991 - Green, 80, is driving to his home in Vincennes, Ind., from Evansville 

about 2:25 p.m. when his 1991 Cadillac leaves U.S. 41 and overturns in a field, he is 

pronounced dead at the scene; June 20, 1996 - a group of 16 Kentucky and Indiana banks 

starts foreclosure proceedings against the 641-room hotel that is operating as a Ramada 

Resort & Conference Center. The lenders ask that the property be sold to repay debts of 

more than $9.5 million; July 22, 1997 - Nearly 10 months after it first announced plans to 

buy the Executive Inn Rivermont, Servco of Kentucky finally wins a clear title to the 

property, Servco turns out to be a subsidiary of Florida-based Greater Ministries 

International; August 1999 - Greater Ministries is thrown into bankruptcy when federal 

agents seize its assets for securities violations. Summit Hotel Management is appointed to 

run the hotel until it is sold at auction; Oct. 27, 1999 - Illinois entrepreneur John Bays 

buys the hotel for $5.5 million at a bankruptcy auction in U.S. District Court in Tampa, 

Fla., he will spend an estimated $14 million on renovations over the next five years; June 

2, 2005 - Bays announces to a record crowd of 541 people at the Greater Owensboro 

Chamber of Commerce's Rooster Booster Breakfast in the Big E's International rooms 

that he is selling the hotel, Minnesota/Owensboro Executive Inn LLC pays $10.75 

million for the hotel with plans to add an indoor water park on the property; Sept. 2, 2006 

- a fire, set by a teenager, damages 240 rooms in the hotel; April 2007 - Marshall 

Investments Corp. asks Daviess Circuit Court to foreclose on the hotel, saying the owners 

owe $11 million and aren't making payments; April 14, 2008 - Daviess Circuit Judge 

Tom Castlen appoints Steven H. Baer, managing member of Chicago-based Rally Capital 

Services LLC, to oversee the operations of the financially troubled hotel and protect the 

assets until the property can be sold at a foreclosure auction at the Daviess County 

Courthouse; April 21, 2008 - Marshall Investments Corp. is the lone bidder at $5.6 

million when the Big E goes on the auction block. A spokesman said the company 

intends to keep the hotel open but declined further comment; May 30, 2008 - Baer asks 

the court for permission to notify employees that hotel may close within 10 days, saying 



there's not enough money to make the payroll; June 3, 2008 - Castlen gives Marshall 

Investments until Monday to complete its purchase of the hotel by paying $182,000, the 

bulk of which will go to back taxes owed to the city and county, Castlen delays action on 

Baer's request regarding employee notification until Thursday; June 5, 2008 - Castlen 

says he has been assured that the sale will be completed by 3 p.m. Monday, he denies the 

motion to close the hotel in 10 days but allows it to close within 60 days 

 10 June 2008 p.1A ("City's largest hotel closes Agencies scramble to help visitors, 

employee" 

 26 February 2009 p.1C:  "Big E deserves one more chance" 

 8 November 2009 p.1A:  "Executive Inn Implosion: 'We Felt Like We Were Part of 

Something Big'" & "Stars aligned to put hotel, Owensboro, 'on the map'", Executive Inn 

Rivermont opened its doors on Oct. 14, 1977, it wasn't long before the expansive 366-

room facility with its star-attracting Showroom Lounge became Las Vegas on the Ohio 

River; the hotel closed on June 9, 2008, after a stunning 31-year run and will become 

rubble after a 9 a.m. implosion today a long list of stars had visited & performed there - 

Trace Adkins, Jason Aldean, Bill Anderson, John Anderson, Eddy Arnold, Chet Atkins, 

Frankie Avalon, Count Basie, Beach Boys, Dierks Bentley, Clint Black, Blood, Sweat 

and Tears, Pat Boone, Foster Brooks, Garth Brooks, James Brown, Jim Ed Brown, 

Buckinghams, Johnny Cash and June Carter, Ray Charles, Charo, Cheap Trick, Chubby 

Checker, Kenny Chesney, Chiffons, Jerry Clower, Joe Cocker, David Allan Coe, Natalie 

Cole, John Conlee, Bill Cosby, Billy Ray Cyrus, Charlie Daniels Band, Mac Davis, 

Sammy Davis Jr., Diamond Rio, Bo Diddley, Phyllis Diller, Dixie Chicks, Fats Domino, 

Fabian, Freddy Fender, Fifth Dimension, Foreigner, Four Tops, David Frizzell and Shelly 

West, Annette Funicello, Larry Gatlin, Montgomery Gentry, Vince Gill, Micky Gilley, 

Robert Goulet, Grand Funk Railroad, Grass Roots, Lee Greenwood, Guess Who, Merle 

Haggard, Tom T. Hall, Emmylou Harris, Joey Heatherton, Florence Henderson, Al Hirt, 

Dr. Hook, Bob Hope, Englebert Humperdink, Ink Spots, Waylon Jennings, Jerry Lee 

Lewis, George Jones, Wynonna Judd, Kansas, Toby Keith, Sammy Kershaw, B.B. King, 

Amazing Kreskin, Kris Kristofferson, Miranda Lambert, Brenda Lee, Lettermen, Jerry 

Lee Lewis, Liberace, Little Richard, Little River Band, Loretta Lynn, Barbara Mandrell, 

Reba McEntire, Ronnie Milsap, Liza Minnelli, Bill Monroe, Rita Moreno, Gary Morris, 

Jim Nabors, Vince Neil, Willie Nelson, Aaron Neville, Wayne Newton, Nitty Gritty Dirt 

Band, Oak Ridge Boys, Donny and Marie Osmond, Osmond Brothers, Patti Page, Brad 

Paisley, Dolly Parton, Carl Perkins, Ray Price, Charlie Pride, Boots Randolph, Jerry 

Reed, REO Speedwagon, Paul Revere & the Raiders, Charlie Rich, Jeannie C. Riley, 

Kenny Rogers, Soupy Sales, Blake Shelton, Ricky Skaggs, Red Skelton, Smothers 

Brothers, Starship, John Kay and Steppenwolf, Ray Stevens, Temptations, B.J. Thomas, 

Three Dog Night,Tower of Power, Randy Travis, Marshall Tucker Band, Conway Twitty, 

Keith Urban, Van Dells, Jerry Van Dyke, Village People, Bobby Vinton, Vogues, Don 

Williams, Edgar Winter, Woody Woodberry, Tammy Wynette, Trisha Yearwood, Henny 

Youngman, [ed. note by Jerry Long - the following are some others who visited the Big E 

and were not listed in this article - Ed Asner, Erma Bombeck, Debbie Boone, Gen. Omar 

Bradley, George H. W. Bush, Glen Campbell, Vikki Carr, Steve Cauthen, Bill Clinton, 

John Davidson, Michael DeBakey, Gen. Jimmy Doolittle, Tennessee Ernie Ford, Armand 

Hammer, Olivia de Havilland, Helen Hays, Gordie Howe, Burl Ives, Jesse Jackson, Tom 

Jones, Tom Landry, Cloris Leachman, Colleen McCullough, Dan Quayle, Harland 



Sanders, Tommy Sands, Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr., John Sirca, Admiral James Stockdale, 

Marty Stuart, Edward Teller, Lowell Thomas, Pam Tillis, Travis Tritt, Tanya Tucker, 

Dionne Warwick, and others]  

 9 November 2009 p.1A:  "The Big Bang: Implosion brings down Executive Inn 

Rivermont" 

 1 February 2018 p.1B:  "Celebrities filled city during '78" 

 7 June 2018 p.1B:  "Big E died inglorious death 10 years ago" 

………. 

 

Note by Jerry Long:  The Executive Inn Rivermont opened on 14 October 1977 and 

closed on 9 June 2008. The building was razed on 8 November 2009 by a dramatic implosion.  

Soon after the opening of the Executive Inn Rivermont hotel in Owensboro I went to work there. 

During 1978-1986 I was employed in the room service department there.  It was quite an 

experience. While there I served many of the stars, who performed there. The most personable 

and impressive being Johnny Cash, the man in Black! and his wife, June Carter Cash.  He shook 

my hand and engaged me in conversation; everything he was dressed in was black. Donny 

Osmond and Burl Ives were two other celebrities who were very affable. In addition to the 

celebrities who I served a couple of my strongest memories of the Big E were Hydrofair 

weekend and Dolly Parton’s abbreviated visit. During Owensboro’s Hydrofair the main floor 

was solid with people elbow to elbow; there were so many people in the building room service 

had to be shut down. Shortly after Dolly Parton’s arrival she received a death threat and I saw 

her on her departure from the building.  

………. 

 
Executive Inn Rivermont entrance hallway 

 



 
View overlooking dining room and lobby in the Executive Inn Rivermont 

 



 

 

Messenger & Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 18 June 1978 p.1A: 

 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chef Clifton Williams (1941-2014) 
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