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Family of Charles Columbus Rhodes 
(1830-1906) 

 

 

By Jerry Long, Owensboro, Ky., 1990 

 

 

Abraham Rhodes was among the early Catholic pioneers in Maryland; he settled there 

prior to 1669. In Charles County, Md. William Boarman on 12 April 1669, in the presence of 

Charles & Philip Calvert, conveyed lands to Abraham Rhodes/Roades. One of his descendants 

was probably Abraham Rhodes, who resided in St. Mary's County, Maryland, died in 1797 & 

who was the father of several early Kentucky pioneers. He married Mary Priscilla Gough about 

1765. Their family were among the early migration from Maryland to the Catholic settlement, 

along the Rolling Fork, in Nelson-Washington-Marion Counties, Ky. 

 

His daughters, Ann & Mary Rhodes, became nuns of the Catholic Church & founded the 

Loretto Female Academy at Loretto, Marion County, Ky. in 1812. The convent & academy was 

the first in the west and was "the cradle of Catholism in Kentucky". Their brother, Bennett 

Rhodes (1775-1858), donated the land for the Loretto academy. Sr. Ann Rhodes took her vows 

on 11 December 1811 and in 1812 she was the mother superior of the sisters of Loretto, she died 

in 1812. Sr. Mary Rhodes took her vows on 25 April 1812 and served as mother superior of the 

sisters of Loretto from 1812 to 1822, she died in 1853. See: Loretto, Annals of the Century, by 

Anna C. Minogue, The American Press, New York, 1912, and Courage America (Sisters of 

Loretto), by Sr. Matilda Barrett, 1962. 

 

Robert W. Rhodes was the son of Cornelius Rhodes & Anastasia Mattingly and grandson 

of Abraham Rhodes & Mary Priscilla Cough. Robert married Elizabeth Cissell, 19 September 

1818, Washington County, Ky. He resided in the part of Washington County which became 

Marion County, Ky. in 1834. He was a member of Holy Mary Catholic Church, at St. Mary, 

Marion County, Ky., where the baptisms of several of his children were recorded. In 1830-1831 

he moved to Daviess County, Ky., where he was a member of St. Lawrence Catholic Church, 

near Knottsville. He was last listed in the Daviess County tax lists in 1852. 

 

1820 Washington County, Ky. Census: 

Robert Roads   1 male 0-10, 1 male 16-26, 1 female 16-26 

 

1830 Washington County, Ky. Census: 

Robert Rhodes    2 males 0-5, 2 males 5-10, 1 male 30-40 

2 females 0-5, 2 females 5-10, 1 female 20-30 

 

1850 Daviess County, Ky. Census: 

1-702  In household of George W. & Delphina Howard: 

Rhodes, Columbus  21 m    KY 

11-266 Rhodes, Robert 50 m   KY 

Sarah  24 f   KY 
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Cornelius 12 m   KY 

John R. 11 m   KY 

Merrett M. 2/12 m   KY 

 

1860 Ohio County, Ky. census: 

1-298  Roads, Charles C. 30 m farmer, R.E.$1000/P.P.$700 KY 

Sarah A. 25 f     KY 

Narcissa P. 4 f     KY 

Joseph P. 2 m     KY 

Nancy  1 f     KY 

 

1870 Ohio County, Ky. Census (Ellis Precinct, p.435): 

29 Roads, Charles C. 40 m     KY 

Sarah A. 36 f     VA 

Narcissa 14 f     KY 

Joseph P. 12 m     KY 

Elizabeth 10 f     KY 

Matthew W. 9 m     KY 

Cicero J. 8 m     KY 

Charles R. 5 m     KY 

Emilus E. 3 m     KY 

Minnie  1/12 f     KY 

 

1880 Ohio County, Ky. Census (Ellis Precinct, p.655): 

137  Rhodes, Charles C. 52 m Farming/widowed  KY-MO-KY 

Nancy E. 21 f daughter   KY-KY-VA 

Mathew W. 19 m son    KY-KY-VA 

Cicero  17 m son    KY-KY-VA 

Charles C. 15 m son    KY-KY-VA 

Emilius E. 14 m son    KY-KY-VA 

Minnie E. 9 f daughter   KY-KY-VA 

Lonny Morton  6 m son    KY-KY-VA 

Archey  3 m son    KY-KY-VA 

 

1900 Ohio County, Ky. Census (Ellis Precinct, pp.216 & 220b): 

109-116 Rhodes, Charles head  May 1832 (68) m. 17 years,farmer KY-MO-KY 

Leanah  wife  Sep 1845 (54) m. 0 children,  KY-VA-VA 

 

184-192 Rhoads, Archie head Jan l877 (23) m. 4 years,farmer KY-KY-KY 

Ida  wife Apr 1882 (18) m. 1 child  KY-KY-KY 

Charley son Mar l 898 (2) s   KY-KY-KY 

Coleman, William hand Nov 1876 (23 )s   KY-KY-KY 

………. 

 

 Charles Columbus Rhoads, ‘Lum’, son of Robert W. Rhodes & Elizabeth Cissell, was 

born 6 May 1830 Washington County, KY. He died 3 August 1906 Deanfield, Ohio County, KY 
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and was buried at the Deanfield Cemetery, Ohio County, KY. He married three times. He 

married Mary Catherine Ward, 25 November 1854 Daviess County, KY. The daughter of 

William Ward & Polly Thompson she was born c1835 Daviess County, KY. Mary died 30 

October 1857 Ohio County, KY. Charles C. & Mary were the parents of: 

 

1. Narcissa Provie, born 1 November 1855 Ohio County, KY; married Emilius C. Daly, 20 

January 1876 Ohio County, KY; died 9 June 1947 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY; 

buried Elmwood Cemetery, Owensboro, KY. 

 

2. Joseph Payton, born 1857 Ohio County, KY; married Minnie Lee Wade, 10 February 

1887 Ohio County, KY; died 25 November 1944 Deanfield, Ohio County, KY; buried 

Deanfield Cemetery, Ohio County, KY. 

 

Charles Columbus Rhoads married 2
nd

 Sarah Ann Magan, 2 May 1858 Ohio County, KY.  

The daughter of Hudson Magan & Nancy A. Wade Sarah was born 12 April 1834 Bedford 

County, VA; she married 1
st
 Marion Roach (1836-1856), 2 January 1855 Ohio County, KY; she 

died 23 December 1879 Ohio County, KY; buried Roach Cemetery, Ohio County, KY. Charles 

C. & Sarah Ann were the parents of: 

 

1. Nancy Elizabeth, born 24 February 1859 Ohio County, KY; she died single 28 August 

1880 Ohio County, KY; buried Roach Cemetery, Ohio County, KY. 

 

2. Matthew William, born 25 February 1860 Ohio County, KY; married Docia Ann Wade, 6 

January 1887 Ohio County, KY and Edna (Collier) Spurrier, 20 June 1921 Owensboro, 

KY; died 1 November 1939 Deanfield, Ohio County, KY; buried Deanfield Cemetery, 

Ohio County, KY. 

 

3. Cicero J., born 25 January 1863 Ohio County, KY; married Martha Elizabeth Nelson, 10 

December 1889 Ohio County, KY; died 24 January 1948 San Antonio, Bexar County, 

TX; buried Mission Burial Park, San Antonio, TX. 

 

4. Charles Rettus, born 19 April 1865 Ohio County, KY; married Louretta Miller, 15 

November 1892 Ohio County, KY, 2
nd

 Margaret Hazel Tucker, 20 January 1940 

Hartford, Ohio County, KY and 3
rd

 Nellie; he died 13 January 1955 Owensboro, Daviess 

County, KY; buried Deanfield Cemetery, Ohio County, KY. 

 

5. Emilus E., born 15 September 1866 Ohio County, KY; married Annie Miller, 19 January 

1893 Ohio County, KY; died 2 December 1952 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY; buried 

Deanfield Cemetery, Ohio County, KY. 

 

6. Minnie E., born 23 March 1870 Ohio County, KY; married John Columbus Ralph, 4 

February 1890 Ohio County, KY; died 4 January 1934 Sunnydale, Ohio County, KY; 

buried Oakwood Cemetery, Hartford, Ohio County, KY. 
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7. Lonnie Morton, born 1 September 1873 Ohio County, KY; married Ella Miller, 11 

October 1893 Ohio County, KY; died 23 October 1951 Owensboro, Daviess County, 

KY; buried Elmwood Cemetery, Owensboro, KY. 

 

8. Arch, born 2 January 1877 Ohio County, KY; married Ida Mary Coleman, 4 October 

1896 Ohio County, KY; died 21 February 1954 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY; buried 

Rose Hill Cemetery, Owensboro, KY. 

 

Charles Columbus Rhoads married 3
rd

 Leana Carter (1845-1915), 5 January 1882 Ohio 

County, KY. Leana the daughter of William & Elizabeth Carter; she had no children.. 

 


