Black Kentucky Pioneers:
Green Baxter Stewart (1840-1932)

By Jerry Long, Owensboro, Ky., 1986
The following article was published 26 May 1932 in The Record, Greenville, Ky:
OLDEST CITIZEN PASSES

Green B. Stewart, 92, died at his home here at 1:30 last Friday afternoon. He had lived
here since early manhood, and had operated a barber shop until some 20 years ago, when he
suffered the loss of his sight.

He was a quiet, agreeable, industrious man, and had a host of warm friends among the
white population, and his counsel was sought by the members of his own race, who were proud
to have such a leader and friend.

One of the outstanding features in Stewart's life was that he once shaved Jesse James. In
August, 1881, Jesse James spent two or three days here, representing himself as a timber and
lumber buyer He had a very fine horse, and each morning and afternoon would leave town,
ostensible on business. One morning he showed up at the Dovey store, where it was pay day for
the miners employed in the mine operated by John Dovey, and two sons, William and George B.
Dovey. James went in the store and asked for a can of oysters, and shortly he was joined by three
confederates, one of them thought to be his brother, Frank. The pay roll was delayed, and only a
few dollars secured from the safe, but a gold watch, the property of John Dovey, Sr., was taken,
and the bandits escaped. Jesse James was murdered by one of his band in a hideout near Kansas
City, in April, 1882, and the watch was in his pocket. Uncle Noah Mathis, another well known
colored man, reshod the James horse, and Stewart secured one of the shoes, which he kept and
prized, and is now in the possession of Claude Stewart, his only son.

Funeral services were held at the Baptist church at 5 o'clock Sunday afternoon, and the
body was laid to rest in West End Cemetery. One son and three daughters survive.

1870 Muhlenberg County, Ky. census, town of Greenville, p.446, #23:

Steward, Green 26 Barber (M)  Ky.
1880 Muhlenberg County, Ky. census, town of Greenville, p.126, #6-6:
Stewart, Green B. 34 Barber (B) Ky.-Ky.-Ky.

Bell 25 wife (B) Ky.-Ky.-Ky.

Virgeline 7 daughter (B) Ky.-Ky.-Ky.

Beattres 5 daughter (B) Ky.-Ky.--Ky.

Green C. 2 daughter (B) Ky.-Ky.-Ky.
Givins, William 17 nephew (B). Ky.-Ky.-Ky.



1900 Muhlenberg County, Ky. census, town of Greenville, p.193b, #77-78:
Stuart, Green B. Head (B)  0ct1843 (56) married 29 years Ky.-Ky.-Ky.
(Barber, can read & write, owns house free of mortgage)

Belle wife (B)  Febl1854 (46) 6 children -4 living Ky.-Ky.-Ky.
Virgie daughter (B) May1874 (26) single Ky.-Ky.-Ky.
Claudie L. son (B) Feb1884 (16) single Ky.-Ky.-Ky.

History of Muhlenberg. County, Otto A. Rothert, John P. Morton & Co., Louisville, Ky.,
1913: On page 355 in chapter entitled "In Eighteen - Seventy", Green B. Stewart (spelled
Steward) was referred to as "the leading barber in Greenville".

Green B. Stewart is also listed in the 1910, 1920 and 1930 censuses of Greenville,
Muhlenberg County, Ky. The 1920 census reports that he was retired barber. He died 20 May
1932 in Greenville, Muhlenberg County, Ky. and was buried there in the West End Cemetery.
His death certificate records that he was born 16 October 1840 to Scott Stewart & Debby
Winstead. A birth record of his daughter in 1874 states he was born in Logan County, KY. His
death certificate gives his birth place as Nebo in Hopkins County, KY.

Green Stewart married Belle Wickliff, 1870-1871. She was born 4 February 1853
Muhlenberg County, Ky. and died 20 November 1918 Greenville, Muhlenberg County, Ky.;
buried at the West End Cemetery, Greenville, Ky. Her death certificate gives her parents as Burl
& Martha Wickliff. Green & Belle’s children included — Virgie (Stewart) Reno (born ¢1873 and
died 5 June 1944), Beatrice (Stewart) Johnson (born 18 September 1874 and died 6 March
1950), Carrie Green (Stewart) McClaren (born 29 January 1876 and died 17 March 1967), Green
B. Stewart (born 2 January 1878 and died 3 January 1878), Claude Lincoln Stewart (born 24
February 1884 and died 11 November 1945, like his father he worked as a barber in Greenville),
and one other who died before 1900.

Published in Kentucky Pioneer Genealogy and Records, Vol. 7, Society of
Kentucky Pioneers (Utica, KY: McDowell Publications, 1988), 105.
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