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The following US Presidents have  

Visited Owensboro, KY 
 

 

By Jerry Long, Owensboro, Ky. 

 

President        Term  Visited Owensboro 

 

 

Andrew Jackson   1829-1837  February 1829 

James K. Polk   1845-1849  February 1845 

Zachary Taylor   1849-1850  23 February 1849 

Theodore Roosevelt  1901-1909  March 1892 

Franklin D. Roosevelt  1933-1945  2 October 1920 

Franklin D. Roosevelt  1933-1945  27 April 1943 

Harry S. Truman  1945-1953  30 September 1948 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 1953-1961  22 September 1952 

John F. Kennedy  1961-1963  4 October 1956 

Lyndon B. Johnson  1963-1969  20 October 1960 

Ronald Reagan   1981-1989  28 March 1955 

George H. W. Bush  1989-1993  27 September 1988 

William J. Clinton  1993-2001  3 May 2000 

William J. Clinton  1993-2001  16 May 2008 

William J. Clinton  1993-2001  6 March 2013 

William J. Clinton  1993-2001  21 October 2014 

William J. Clinton  1993-2001  27 January 2015 

William J. Clinton  1993-2001  12 May 2016 

George W. Bush   2001-2009  29 July 2000 

 Joe R. Biden   2021-  6 August 1995 

 Joe R. Biden   2021-  7 October 2006 

 Joe R. Biden   2021-  27 January 2015 
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Andrew Jackson 1767-1845), 7
th

 US President (1829-1837): 
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th
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 “Roused Interest: Reminiscence of Taylor’s Visit Stirred Memories”, Owensboro 

Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 6 March 1904, p1B. 
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th
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Theodore Roosevelt (1858-1919), 26
th

 US President (1901-1909): 

 

 
 

 The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt, by Edmund Morris, New York: Coward, McCann & 

Geoghegan, Inc., 1979, pp446-448 (footnote 93 = The Letters of Theodore Roosevelt, 

Vol. I, “The Years of Preparation, 1868-1898”, Elting E. Morison & John Blum, eds., 

p270) 

 “This summer’s heat had been nothing like that in 1936”, by Keith Lawrence, 

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Thursday, 8 August 2002, p1B. 

………. 

 

Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945), 32
nd

 US President (1933-1945): 

 

 
 

 “Packed House To Hear Roosevelt Today”, Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, 

Saturday, 2 October 1920, p1. 
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 “G.O.P. Partisan Fight Against League Is National Menace Says Roosevelt: Candidate 

Cheered By Men and Women As He Defends Policies of Wilson Here”, Owensboro 

Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 3 October 1920, p1. 

 “Roosevelt Ends His Kentucky Trip At Bowling Green”, Owensboro Messenger, 

Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 3 October 1920, pp1A & 6A. 

 “Roosevelt Back From 7,652-Mile Inspection Tour: Visits Evansville Plant, Fort Knox; 

Train Passes Through Owensboro.” Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 30 

April 1943, p1A. 

………. 
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rd
 US President (1945-1953): 

 

 
 

 “Truman’s Visit To Owensboro First By President In Office”, Owensboro Messenger, 

Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 26 September 1948, p1A. 

 “Truman To Visit City Today”, Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Thursday, 30 

September 1948, pp1A, 2A & 10A. 

 “15,000 Cheer Truman Here: President Truman, Mrs. Truman and Daughter, Margaret, 

Visit Owensboro.” Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 1 October 1948, 

p1A & 1B. 

 “Truman Visited Here While President”, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Daviess 

County Sesquicentennial Edition, 5 October 1965, Section F, p7. 

 “Owensboroans recall. Truman visited city during 1948 presidential fight”, Messenger-

Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Wednesday, 27 December 1972, p3A. 

 “Truman whistle-stop visit to Owensboro helped shape 1948’s presidential upset”, by 

Glenn Hodges, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 22 October 2000, p3E. 

 “Presidential Visit: Truman’s visit inspired Owensboro in 1948”, Messenger-Inquirer, 

Owensboro, KY, Connections edition, Tuesday, 21 September 2004, p32. 

………. 
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th
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5 
 

 
 

 “Thousands Greet Eisenhower Here”, Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Monday, 22 

September 1952, p1A. 

 “Ike Hits Corruption In Government”, Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Tuesday, 

23 September 1952, pp1A & 5A. 

 “Campaign Visit: Eisenhower made whistle-stop during ’52 campaign”, bu Owen 

Covington, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Connection edition, Tuesday, 21 

September 2004, p36. 

………. 

 

John F. Kennedy (1917-1963), 35
th

 US President (1961-1963): 

 

 
 

 “Speaks At Courthouse: Man Who Almost Won Second Democrat Spot In Nation 

Owensboro’s Guest Tonight”, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Thursday, 4 October 

1956, p1A. 

 “Kennedy Knocks Failure Of GOP Administration”, by Emmett Rogers, Messenger-

Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 5 October 1956, p1A. 

 “Kennedy Appearance Emphasizes Importance Of Kentucky’s Vote”, Messenger-

Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 7 October 1956, p12D. 

 “Campaign Visit: Kennedy stumped in Owensboro for Stevenson”, by James Mayse, 

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Connections edition, Tuesday, 21 September 2004, 

p33. 

………. 

 

Lyndon B. Johnson (1908-1973), 36
th

 US President (1963-1969): 

 



6 
 

 
 

 “Power, Prestige Down, Says Johnson: More Than 5,000 Here For Senator”rowd Gives 

Johnson Noisy Gay Reception, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 21 October 

1960, p1A. 

 “Campaign Visit: Johnson rallied city residents for Kennedy in ‘60”, by James Mayse, 

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Connections edition, Tuesday, 21 September 2004, 

p37. 

………. 

 

Ronald W. Reagan (1911-2004), 40
th

 US President (1981-1989): 

 

 
 

 “G. E.”s Star Of TV Shares Honors With Ken Rad Founder”, Messenger-Inquirer, 

Owensboro, KY, Tuesday, 29 March 1955, pp1A, 5A & 6A. 

 “Ronald Reagan caused a stir at GE”, by Joy Campbell, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, 

KY, Connections edition, Tuesday, 21 September 2004, p3. 

 “Reagan shows political interest during GE visit”, by James Mayse, Messenger-Inquirer, 

Owensboro, KY, Decades edition, Friday, 28 October 2005, p11. 

………. 

 

George H. W. Bush (1924-2018), 41
st
 US President (1989-1993): 
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 “Owensboro crowd cheers Bush”, by Keith Lawrence, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, 

KY, Wednesday, 28 September 1988, pp1A, 6A & 8A. 

 “Area’s winning spirit brought Bush rally, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 

Thursday, 29 September 1988, p9A  

 “Bush visit ‘late’ for national media coverage”, by Stewart Jennison, Messenger-Inquirer, 

Owensboro, KY, Thursday, 29 September 1988, pp1C & 4C. 

 “Campaign Trail: Bush visit brings memories of ‘the grabber’”, by Joy Campbell, 

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Connections edition, Tuesday, 21 September 2004, 

p38. 

 “Bush rally in ’88 brought city national attention”, by Keith Lawrence, Messenger-

Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Tuesday, 4 December 2018, p2A. 

………. 

 

William J. Clinton (1946- ), 42
nd

 US President (1993-2001): 

 

 
 

 “Nation’s leader reads with kids, schmoozes with Moonlite diners”, by Keith 

Lawrence“Campaign Visit: Kennedy stumped in Owensboro for Stevenson”, Messenger-

Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Thursday, 4 May 2000, pp1A, 2A, 4A & 5A. 

 “Presidential Visit: Clinton visited school, put town in a stir”, Messenger-Inquirer, 

Owensboro, KY, Connections edition, Tuesday, 21 September 2004, p34. 

 “2008 Presidential Campaign: Clinton wows crowd: Former president campaigns for wife 

in Owensboro”, Saturday, 17 May 2008, pp1A, 2A & 3A. 

 “’We need each other’: Clinton touts compromise, praises Ford during fundraiser”, by 

Angela Oliver, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Thursday, 7 March 2013, pp1A & 

2A. 
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 “Clinton campaigns: Owensboro residents turn out in force”, by Steve Vied, Messenger-

Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Wednesday, 22 October 2014, pp1A & 2A. 

 “Ford remembered for commitment to state, nation”, by Keith Lawrence, Messenger-

Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Wednesday, 28 January 2015, pp1A, 2A & 5A. 

 “Clinton spends night in Owensboro”, by Keith Lawrence, Messenger-Inquirer, 

Owensboro, KY, Thursday, 29 January 2015, p1A. 

 “Clinton rallies supporters: Former president makes campaign stop at KWC”, by James 

Mayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 13 May 2016, p1A. 

………. 

 

George W. Bush (1946- ), 43
rd

 US President (2001-2009): 

 

 
 

  “George W. Bush Visit: Bush pushes family themes”, by Keith Lawrence, Messenger-

Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 30 July 2000, pp1A & 6A. 
………. 

 

Joe R. Biden (1942- ), 46
th

 US President (2021- ): 

 

 
 

 “History will judge Bush ‘harshly’, Biden tells crowd”, by Keith Lawrence, Messenger-

Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 8 October 2006, pp1A & 2A. 

 “Biden, Clinton to bid Ford farewell”, by Steve Vied, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, 

KY, Tuesday, 27 January 2015, pp1A & 2A. 

 “Biden knows where Owensboro is”, by Keith Lawrence, Messenger-Inquirer, 

Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 15 November 2020, p7A. 
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 “Biden has even more Owensboro connections”, by Keith Lawrence, Messenger-Inquirer, 

Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 29 November 2020, p7A. 

……….. 


