Black Kentucky Pioneers:

John Abner Agnew
(c1870-1934)

By Jerry Long

John Abner Agnew was born circa 1870 in Floyd County, Virginia. According to his
obituary he was born near Huntington, WV (Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 14 March
1934 p12). His death certificate states he was the son of Thomas & Maria (Lane) Agnew and was
born 15 October 1873 Floyd Court House, WV. The latter was actually Court House District in
Floyd County, Virginia not West Virginia (Kentucky death certificate 1934 — certificate #5881).
The 1900, 1910, 1920 & 1930 censuses all report he was born in Virginia. The informant on his
death certificate was his brother, Dr. Charles L. Agnew. His gravestone has a birth year of 1868
inscribed on it. His birth date was given as 25 October 1873 on his registration for the World
War | (World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918, Internet, Ancestry.com). The 1900
Federal Census gave his birth as October 1875 Virginia.

John A. Agnew is listed as being 10 years old and born Virginia in the 1880 census of
Cabell County, West Virginia (enumeration district 17, p165A). His family, reported to be
mulattos, were enumerated as:

Agnew, Thomas 60 married works on farm VA-VA-VA
Maria 45 wife keeping house VA-VA-VA
Thomas G. 20 son works in lumber yard VA-VA-VA
Emmett 18 son laborer VA-VA-VA
Charles 12 son attended school VA-VA-VA
John A. 10 son attended school VA-VA-VA

Layne, George 23 stepson laborer VA-VA-VA

Thomas G. Agnew, brother of John A., married Emily Brown, 25 May 1881 and F. C.
Dickinson on 12 May 1892. Both marriages were performed at Guyandotte, Cabell County, WV.
And both of his marriage licenses recorded that he was born in Floyd County, Virginia. Thomas
died in Cabell County, WV on 31 May 1932. Thomas, Jr. was buried in the Spring Hill Cemetery
in Huntington, Cabell County, WV. On his death certificate his parents were given as Thomas
Agnew & Myria Lane. Another brother of John A., James Emmett Agnew, married Patsey
Murray at Guyandotte, Cabell County, WV on 29 January 1885. His marriage license gave his
place of birth as Floyd County, VA. At the time of the 1900 census Emmett Agnew was living in
Huntington, Cabell County, WV. George Layne, a half-brother of John A., married Emma Mays,
20 October 1886 at Guyandotte, Cabell County, WV. George was a teamster and the 1920 census
of Huntington, Cabell County, WV shows that his brother, Thomas Agnew, was living with him.
George Layne died 10 November 1937 in Huntington, Cabell County, WV. Both his marriage
license and death certificate reported that he was born Floyd County, Virginia. He was buried at
the Spring Hill Cemetery, Huntington, Cabell County, WV.
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Thomas Agnew, father of John Abner Agnew, was born into slavery in Virginia during
1812-1820. He died in Cabell County, WV on 6 November 1882. A death record reported that he
was Black, age 69, was a farmer, married and his wife was Mariah. In the 1870 census of Floyd

County, VA there appear several black and white Agnew families but Thomas & Maria Agnew
were not found.

John A. Agnew by 1896 was residing in Louisville, KY. By then he had been educated
for the profession of dentistry at the MeHarry Medical College in Nashville, TN and the Haskill
post graduate school of Chicago, IL. He practiced this profession for about 11 years. Prior to
coming to Owensbhoro, KY he had practiced in Louisville. He was reportedly the first Negro
dentist in Kentucky (Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 14 March 1934 p12). He practiced
this profession in Louisville during 1896-1902; in each of the Louisville City Directories during
these years he is listed as a dentist. The 1900 census of Louisville shows him as being single and
residing alone; and the census taker listed him as a physician.

Upon coming to Owensboro in 1902 John A. Agnew quit the dental profession and began
to study embalming and undertook the profession of undertaker. An article in the Louisville
Leader, a Negro newspaper published in Louisville, KY, stated “he moved to Owensboro after
taking a course in embalming at Cincinnati” (“Pay Last Respects To Owensboro Leader - Pay
Last Respects To Dr. Agnew In Owensboro”, 24 March 1934 p1). The Owensboro Inquirer on
28 September 1902 (p10) announced that “Dr. J. A. Agnew, a well known dentist of Louisville,
will open handsome dental quarters in this city about October 5.” And less than a month later the
Owensboro Messenger issue of 25 October 1902 (p7) reported that J. A. Agnew, colored, of

Louisville, will open by November 1st an undertaking establishment in Owensboro at Fourth &
St. Ann Streets.

Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY
28 September 1902 p10, Colored Column:

Dr. J. A. Agnew, a well known den- |
tist of Louisville, will open handsome
dental quarters in this city about Oec-
teber 5. The doctor is a graduate
from the dental department of Me-
harry Medical college, of Nashville,
Tenn., and has had eleven year's ex-
perience in his profession. He comes
to our city well recommended and
will no doubt add prestige to the pro-
fession which he represents.

An undertaking firm is the next ad-
dition to Owensboro's colored business
enterprises, that will try its fortune
here. This city is one of the few
prominent places in Kentucky, which
has not this class of business. The
firm will have the latest improved
methods in handling the dead. We
owe it to ourselves to give this enter-
prise encouragement. Courteous treat-
ment is promised the patrons by the
promoters.




Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY
Saturday, 25 October 1902 p7:
UNDERTAKING ESTABLISHMENT

—_———

Will B Opened Up By J. A. Agnew,
of Louisville,

J. A Aguew, colored, of Louisville
has rented the building on the coruer of
Fourth and St. Ann streets, form-
erly occupied by H. Weibel, and will
open an undertaking establishment. The
house will be remodeled and openea for
business by the 1st of November. Agnew
stated that he would also do embaiming
and that he would bring his own hearse,
carriages and horses from Louisville.

Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY
Sunday, 16 November 1902 p10:
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The dental parlors of Dr. J. A. Ag-
new, corner of Fourth and St. Ann
streets, are now open to the public.
They are nea‘'y furnished, with all
of the la*t.st appliances necessary fo:
this Lrandh of busiress,

The doctor is a graduate of Meharry
dental college, Nashville, Tenn., and
Haskill post graduate school of Chi-
cago, I11. He has had several years’
practice and is wel] prepared for his
business.

The 1903-04 Owensboro City Directory shows John A. Agnew, undertaker, 200 W. 4th,
residence the same. On 29 August 1905 he incorporated the J. A. Agnew & Co. and at the time
the Owensboro Messenger (30 August 1905 p2) reported that he had been operating an
undertaking establishment at the corner of Fourth and St. Ann Streets for three years. In January

1906 he moved his firm to the corner of Fourth & Elm Streets (Owensboro Inquirer, 21 January
1906 p3).

He is listed as a funeral director — undertaker in the 1910, 1920 & 1930 censuses of
Owensboro, Daviess County, KY; each of these gave his residence as 715 West 4™ Street.
Owensboro City Directories show that he resided at 715 and his undertaking firm was at 719
West 4™ Street. For over thirty years he was Owensboro’s leading Black undertaker. His obituary
stated he was “active in all civic affairs toward the advancement of his race.”



Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY
Wednesday, 30 August 1905 p2:

ARTICLES ARE, FILED

|

| Incorporating the Undertaking Estab-
lishment of J. A. Agnew & Co.

Articles were filed vesterday incor-
porating J. A. Agnew & Co. The ob-
ject of the incorporation as stated in
the articles is to condfict a funeral
undertaking business. The capital
stock is $5,000, of whiech $1,000 is
preferred, bearing six per cent. inter-
est and redeemable at any time. The
stock is divided into suares of $25
each. The concern is to begin busi-
ness September 15.

The stockholders are: J. A. Ag-
new, fifty-eight shares; Stirman
Wheatley, three shares: E. A. Watts,
one share; James R. Harris, sixteen
shares.

All of the stockholders are negroes.
J A. Agnew has conducted an under-
taking establishment at the corner of
Fourth and St. Ann streets for three
years.

Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY
Sunday, 21 January 1906 p3
Colored Column:

J. A, Agnew & So have moved the
undertaking establishment to the cor-
ner of qu‘tl} and Elm streets, where
they will gsoon be ready for business.

Roy Green was one of three to be legally executed by hanging in Owensboro. After his
execution on 17 February 1905 his body was taken to the J. A. Agnew’s undertaking
establishment at Fourth & St. Ann Streets. J. A. Agnew made the preparations for burial and
delivered his body for burial in the colored burying ground adjacent to Owensboro’s Elmwood
Cemetery.

In February 1906 John A. Agnew was one of 34 African Americans in Owensboro that
purchased a 16-acre plot and formed the Greenwood Cemetery Association. Greenwood
Cemetery continued to serve the city’s black community for the following 70 years (Greenwood
Cemetery: 1821 Leitchfield Road, Owensboro, KY, by Jerry Long, Utica, KY, McDowell
Publications, 2006, ppl-6). In 1907 Agnew was one of seven residents of Owensboro that
formed the Negro Chautauqua Company. He contributed greatly to the success of the annual
Chautauquas that were held in Owensboro thru 1925 (Daviess County, Kentucky: Celebrating
Our Heritage, 1815-2015, M. T. Publishing Company, Inc., Evansville, IN, 2015, pp169-170). A
branch library for colored people was established at his home in 1912 (Owensboro Inquirer, 9




June 1912 p9). He was the only black coroner in the area for many years. He was a member of
the American Association of Physicians, Surgeons, Pharmacists and Dentists and the Colored
Funeral Directors Association of Kentucky (Courier-Journal, Louisville, KY, 12 October 1899
p4 and 12 August 1904 p4). He was affiliated with several fraternal and civic organizations.

J. A. Agnew married Nannie P. Wheatley on 31 December 1907 in Owensboro (Daviess
County, KY Negro marriage book I, p464). Her middle name is given as Phillip in her obituary
(Owenshoro Messenger, Owensboro, 24 December 1918 p6) and as Phylis on her death
certificate (1918 — certificate #38513). Nannie was born 5 December 1883 Owensboro, Daviess
County, KY and was the daughter of Elijah B. Wheatley (12 November 1844 — 18 May 1907)
and Amelia Bell Thompson (29 March 1848 — 22 January 1929). Her father, a barber, served as
a sergeant in the Union Army during the Civil War. He and his wife were buried at EImwood
Cemetery in Owensboro. Nannie Wheatley Agnew died of gastritis on 22 December 1918 at her
home 731 West 4™ Street in Owensboro. She was buried at EImwood Cemetery in Owensboro.
She was survived by her husband, three children, her mother, one brothers and one sister.

Owensboro Messenger, Tuesday, 24 December 1918 pé6:
WELL KNOWN COLOBED
WOMAN DIES ON SUNDAY

Nannie Phillip Agnew, wife of J." A.
Agnew, a colored undertaker, of Ow-
ensboro, died of complications at 3:30
o'clock Sunday afternoon at her home
715 West Fourth street. She was
thirty-five years of age and was one of
the best known colored women of
Owenshoro,.  She is survived by her
mother and three children, and one
brother, Stirman Wheatley and a sis-
ter, Mary Etta Stewart. . The funeral
will be held when her sister arrives
from Fayettevilie; N. ('.,, which will
probably be Thursday.
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John A. Agnew died of tuberculosis in Owenshoro, KY at his residence, 709 West 4"
Street on 14 March 1934 (Kentucky death certificate 1934 - #5881). The Owensboro mayor and
city commissioners attended his funeral (Louisville Leader, Louisville, KY, 24 March 1934 pp 1
& 4). He was buried at Greenwood Cemetery in Owensboro. His gravestone has John A. Agnew
1868-1934. On the same monument is the name of his daughter, Amelia M. Agnew 1908-1938.

Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY
Wednesday, 14 March 1934 p12:

J. A. Agnew, Well Known
Negro Undertaker, Dead

John Abner Agnew, well known
negro undertaker of Owensboro for
the last thirty years, died at 4 o’-
clock this morning at his home in
West Fourth street, after a linger-
ing illness.

“Doctor” Agnew, by which term
he was generally known, was born in
Huntington, West Virginia. He was
educated for the profession of den-
tistry at McHarry Medical college,
Nashville. He practiced his profes-
sion in Louisville and was the first
negro dentist to practice in Ken-
tucky. Coming to Owensboro he
quit the dental profession and
studied embalming. He was pr#mi-
nent in negro fraternities and ac-
tive in all civic affairs toward the
advancement of his race.

In 1906 he was married to Nannie
P. Wheatley, who died several years
ago. He is survived by two daugh-
ters, Amelia and Inez Agnew, and
one son, Charles Agnew, all of
Owensboro. A brother Dr. C. L.
Agnew, of Aurora, IIl., also sur-
vives. For the last ten years he has
been senior member of the firm of
Agnew & Wheatley undertakers.

No funieral arrangements have
been made.
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John A. & Nannie Agnew were the parents of three children — Amelia Marie Agnew
(born 2 August 1908 Owensboro, died 29 August 1938 Owensboro, KY, buried Greenwood
Cemetery, Owensboro, KY, single); Inez Gladys Agnew (2 December 1909 Owensboro, KY —
27 December 1993 Owensboro, KY, buried Cave Spring Cemetery, Hopkinsville, KY, wife of
A. L. Woods), and Charles Abner Agnew (6 August 1913 Owensboro, KY — 15 December 1966

Chicago, IL, buried EImwood Cemetery, Owensboro, KY, married Lovenia Wells). J. A. &
Nannie Agnew left no surviving grandchildren.

By 1926 John A. Agnew became partners with his brother-in-law, Wilbur Stirman
Wheatley. The name of his business was then changed from J. A. Agnew Co. to Agnew &
Wheatley. After the death of John A. Agnew his son, Charles, and daughter, Amelia, continued
to operate Agnew & Wheatley Undertakers firm. On 19 June 1937 they opened the business in a
newly constructed building at 721 West Fourth Street (Owensboro Messenger, 20 June 1937
p6A). The funeral home continued under the name of Agnew & Wheatley until the death of W.
S. Wheatley in 1951. On 6 November 1951 the funeral home became the Griffith Funeral Home,
Inc. The new firm continued operating at the same address, 721 West Fourth Street, under the
ownership and management of Lee R. (‘Jack’) Griffith (Owensboro Messenger, 15 December
1951 p5). In 1964 Griffith Funeral Home became the Young’s Funeral Home. On 24 May 1964




the new owner, Harry Young, held the open house for the new firm (Messenger-Inquirer, 24 May
1964 p8A). Young’s Funeral Home at 721 West Fourth Street closed its doors during 2013.

Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY
Sunday, 20 June 1937 p6A:

AGNEW & WHEATLEY FUNERAL
HOME OPEN FOR INSPECTION

The new Agnew and Wheatley
colored funeral home, situated
about half a block from the Fourth
Street Baptist church, will be open
for inspection between 1 and 8 p.m.
today. This home has been erected
by the daughters and family of
the late Dr. J. A. Agnew and Stir-
man Wheatley. The building has
been erected of 10-inch red cedar
siding and includes two stories and
basement, or three floors.

On the first floor will be found
halls, lounge rooms and business
offices on one side, and a modern,
modest chapel. The morgue is lo-
cated in the basement, and the
third floor is given over to a dis-
play room.

Owenshboro Messenger, Owenshoro, KY, 15 December 1951 p5:

* Formal Opening of Griffith Funeral Home, Inc.

SUNDAY Z
Dec. 16, From 12to 6 p. m.

The Griffith Funeral Home was formerly the
old J. A. Agnew Funeral Home. Later it
was the Agnew & Wheatley’s Funeral Home,
and remained under that name until after
the death of the late W. S. Wheatley. On
Nov. 6, members of the new corporation
started doing business under the present
name.

L. R. (Jack) Griffith, Pres. and Mgr., of
the newly organized mortuary, extends a
cordial invitation to all citizens and friends
in Daviess and cdjoining counties to visit
and inspect this completely remodeled and
rearranged mortuary home, which is more
convenient, with a more home-like atmos-
phere for the convenience of relatives and
friends of the loved ones who pass away.
We are determined to improve in every
phase of service that we are entrusted to LEE R. GRIFFITH
perform you you: Our Ambulance Service Manager
shall be prompt, sincere, and courteous,

anytime, anyplace.

Funeral Home, 721 W. 4th, Phone 3-5717 - Res. Phone 3-9764
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Messenger-Inguirer, Owensboro, KY, 24 May 1964 p8A:

%

FUNERAL HOME

721 West 4th St Owensboro

(FORMERLY GRIFFITH FUNERAL HOME)




Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 25 May 1964 p10A:

CORRECTION

The pictures in Young's Funeral Home Open
House advertisement appearing in Sunday’s
Messenger and Inquirer were inadvertently

transposed and should have appeared as fol-
lows:

THIS IS:

| HARRY
YOUNG

owner of

| YOUNG'S

FUNERAL
HOME

721 W. 4th

Young’s Funeral Home formerly the Griffith Funeral Home
and the Agnew & Wheatley Funeral Home
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Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY
28 December 1993 p2C

Inez Agnew Woods

Inez Agnew Woods, 84, of One
Park Place, Owensboro, died
Monday, Dec. 27, 1993, at
Owensboro-DavxesaCounty
Hospital. She was born in
Owensboro, was a retired
/B schoolteacher and was a member

& of Fourth Street Baptist Church.
She taught in the elementary
department at Western High
) School for several years and later
was a teacher for the Tennessee
Board of Education in Memphis before retiring. She
moved back to Owensboro about three years ago
from Odessa, Texas. She was the daughter of Dr. J.A.
Agnew and Annie Wheatley Agnew.

Survivors include six cousins, Dr. Wheatley C.
Stewart of Odessa, Texas, Dr. George Stewart, Amelia
Stewart and John Stewart, all of Sacramento, Calif.,
Dr. Ethel S. Beasley of New Albany, Miss..andDr
Luther Stewart of Baton Rouge, La.

SeMceematha.m.FndayatMcFarland
Funeral Home. Burial in Cave Springs Cemetery in
Hopkinsville. Visitation after 6 p.m. Thursday at the
funeral home.

Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY
Sunday, 31 May 1903 p12

Dr. C. L. Agnew, one of the most

ular physicians of the Blue Grass
stion, stopped over in the city Mon-
¥y, as the guest of his brother, Dr.
A Agnew, and friends. He left
¢ night for Jacksonville, Ili.,

Douisville, and Dr. Agnew, of thi:
f, to claim the hand of Miss Ceno-
Muse, one of the most popular
 of Illinois. The wedding service
place at the residence of tance
e’s parents. Dr. Fitzbutler was
‘best man. Rev. Muse, a brother

2 bride, officiated. The doctor
s highly entertained while in the
»ﬁy the many friends of his broth-
f. The bridal couple left Thursday

* their home at Harrodsburg, Ky.
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Danville News, Danville, KY, 13 May 1902 p3:
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OFFICERS Emcrw —The b&aﬁd
Convention of colored physicians,
which met here last weck, elected the
following officers: J. E. Hunter, Lex-
ington, President; C. L. Agnew, Har-
rodsburg, Secretary; B. F. Jones, :
ville, Treasurer. The next meeting
will be held at Winchester. &

Dr. Charles Livingston Agnew, brother of John Abner Agnew, was born in Floyd
County, Virginia and was reported to be 12 years old in the 1880 census of Cabell County, West
Virginia. He was a medical doctor. In 1895, he graduated from Meharry Medical College in
Nashville and began his practice in Kentucky. In 1900 he was a resident of Harrodsburg, KY; he
had went there from Guyandotte, Cabell County, WV. He had at one time edited the Twentieth-
Century Literary Digest and for some time was a teacher in the Reform School at Lexington, KY
(Owensboro Inquirer, 24 October 1901 p1).

Dr. C. L. Agnew moved to Aurora, Kane County, Illinois in 1907 and became that city’s
first Black physician. The city memorialized him by designating the house at 653 N May Street,
where he lived for 35 years as a local landmark. The obituary of John Abner Agnew in 1934
reported he was survived by a brother, C. L. Agnew, of Aurora, IL. In the Mount Olivet Cemetery
in Aurora, IL Dr. Charles L. Agnew has the following monument:

Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL

10 March 1996 p1D
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Doctor’ s
life was

landmark
like home

Charles Agnew house
is honored in Aurora

tigiiitl

By Jeffrey Bils .

TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER -

In 1907, Dr. Charles Living-
ston Agnew arrived in Aurora
and became the city’s first black
physician—and the two local
hospitals turned him away.

Nearly nine decades later, the
community that once resisted
Agnew has memorialized him
for all time, designating the
house where he lived for 35
years as a local landmark.

It is the first time the Aurora
Preservation Commission has
granted such a designation to a
property that has no apparent
architectural significance,
according to Jan Mangers, com-
mission director.

The house, with its yellow sid-
ing and brown shutters, blends
unnoticeably into an unassum-
ing neighborhood on Aurora’s
west side. But its nondescript
appearance belies the rich his:
tory of its former owner, a man
whose parents had been slaves,
a man who rose to a position of
stature in his community
matched by few others.

“People have a tendency to
forget,” said Mangers. ‘“Hope-
fully, this landmark will be a
constant, visible reminder.”

With the landmark designa-
tion, the house will be protected,
Mangers said. From now on, she
said, the commission will have
the right to review any propos-
als to change the house.

Among the 22 local landmarks
that the commission has desig-
nated in addition to two historic
districts, the Agnew house is the
only property that earned its
designation solely on the basis
of historical merit, Mangers
said.

The man who owned the
house was born in Virginia .in
1867. According to family his-
tory, Agnew worked hard as a

SEE HOME, PAGE 4
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DR, 7 L, AGNEW
Courtesy of Aurora Preservation Commission

Dr. Charles L. Agnew, who was
born in Virginia in 1867, came to
Aurora in 1907 and was the
city's first black physician.

Home

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tﬂbu to ‘ Mario Petitti
Dr. Agnew’s foster daughter, Bemice Christmas, 91, lives with mem-
bers of her family in Agnew's home at 653 N. May St., Aurora. “‘He
was one kind man,”" she says of the physician who died in 1960.

teenager teaching in a county
school and saving every penny.
By the time he was ready to leave
for medical school, he was able to
fulfill his mother’s longtime
dream by buying her a house.

In 1895, he graduated from
Meharry Medical College in Nash-
ville and began his practice in
Kentucky. He moved to Aurora in
1907.

Spurned by the local hospitals,
Agnew began a private practice at
63 S. Broadway in Aurora that
attracted clients from throughout
the region.

Agnew specialized in the treat-
ment of skin diseases. He was a
pioneer in the study of endocri-
nology. Accounts of his life
describe how other doctors would
come to him for help in diagnos-
ing patients. Some of the doctors
would take Agnew to see patients
in the hospitals, where he was
allowed to treat the patients only
as an extension of the other doc-
tors’ practices.

Later, when a hospital invited
Agnew to practice there, he
refused, according to his foster
daughter, Bernice Christmas.

As Agnew prospered, he shared
his wealth with others, caring for
needy children and providing
shelter for the poor, said Christ-
mas, 91, who still lives in his
house at 653 N. May St.

“The house across the street, he
built that,” Christmas said. “He

built houses for people. Some peo-
ple paid him. Some didn’t. But he
was one kind man.”

Christmas said Agnew built his
May Street house and invited her
to live there when she was an
adolescent, after her parents died.
At first, she said, he didn’t live in
the house, but continued to live in
the Broadway apartment where
he had his medical practice.

Mangers said that city directo-
ries show Agnew moved into the
house in 1925.

“Every Christmas, he would call
the City Hall and ask them for the
names” of families in need, Christ-
mas said. ‘““He would take his
cleaning lady to the stores, and
she would buy food for these fam-
ilies. They would assemble it in
his office, and he would deliver it
at Christmas.”

Marie Wilkinsen, a longtime
community activist in Aurora,
said she recalls Agnew as “a man
of dignity, a man of respect, a
man who pulled himself up by his
boot strings.”

Wilkinsen, who helped care for
Agnew in his old age, said she
remembers seeing the doctor fre-
quently on the porch of the house
where he lived.

“All the children would go by
and stop with their bikes and say,
‘Hello, doctor,” ” Wilkinsen said.
““He was a man who enhanced
Aurora and made Aurora a better
place. ... He was a famous man,
and Aurora didn’t realize it.”

Agnew died in 1960, but his leg-
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acy lives on in his house, where
Christmas lives with a daughter, a
granddaughter and a great-grand-
daughter.

Christmas said her 4-year-old
great-grandson hopes to follow in
the footsteps of his great-
great-grandfather, who was
known affectionately to his family
as “Dockie.”

“He used to tell me this,” Christ-
mas said, clutching a rosary in
both hands. “ ‘Little girl, the time
to be happy is now.’ See, he’s talk-
ing to me. ‘The place to be happy
is here.” That was his theme. ‘And
the way to be happy is to make
others so.” And he lived that,
honey, he lived it.”

Over the years, Christmas said,
the house was known as a place
where people could go for help.

Sitting at the Kkitchen table in
the house that Agnew provided
for her, Christmas is surrounded
by memories.

“You see the birds coming
here?” she asked, waving toward
the kitchen window. “They’ve
been coming here since I was a
little girl. I've been feeding them
every day.”

Said Christmas: ‘““This is a
house where kindness and consid-
eration have been paramount.”

Tribune free-lance reporter Hal
Dardick contributed to this article.



