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Black Kentucky Pioneers: 
 

Emily Hall Holloway 
(1923-2021) 

 

 

By Jerry Long 

 

 

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Thursday, 26 August 2021, p2C: 

 

 
 

CINCINNATI — Emily H. Holloway of Cincinnati, formerly of Owensboro, passed 

away Saturday, Aug. 7, 2021, in Cincinnati. The Bloomington, Indiana, native was born to the 

late Milton T. Hall Sr. and Ethel C. Hall. Emily moved to Owensboro at an early age, where she 

graduated from high school. She attended Talladega College in Alabama and received her B.A. 

degree in education. It was during World War II, as she worked in Cincinnati for the 

government, that she met her future husband, Pete Holloway, at a dance and soon married. Later, 

she returned to school at the University of Cincinnati and received her M.A. degree in education. 

She became a teacher and supervisor of students with learning disabilities. She was an avid 

educator, who retired from the Cincinnati Public School System after 31 years. 

Emily returned to Owensboro around 1994 and became involved in the Owensboro-

Daviess County Historical Society working on getting recognition for her great-grandfather, 

Edward Claybrook, who worked to receive equal funding for Black schools in the area. He is 

now registered with the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights. After becoming acquainted 

with Wesley Acton, another former educator, they worked tirelessly as co-chairs on the 

Greenwood Cemetery Restoration Committee beginning in 1996 toward one goal: to reclaim and 

restore to dignity and respect the local historic cemetery. With the help of over 200 volunteers 
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from the local community, that goal was accomplished. She remained in Owensboro until 2018 

when she returned to Cincinnati to reside in assisted living and be close to her son. 

In addition to her parents, Mrs. Holloway also was preceded in death by her husband, 

Norman “Pete” Holloway, in 1979; sister Maxine Kirkwood; and brother Milton T. Hall Jr., one 

of the first Tuskegee Airmen. 

Those left to cherish her memory include her loving son, Peter B. Holloway (Jackie 

Penrod) of Cincinnati; her grandchildren, Milton Holloway, Emily Ann Holloway and Arya M. 

Russell; lifelong friend, neighbor and distant relative, Pam Smith-Wright; and a host of other 

relatives and friends. 

A private graveside service and burial will be held later in her beloved Greenwood 

Cemetery. 

Expressions of sympathy may take the form of contributions to Talladega College, 627 

W. Battle St., Talladega, AL 35160. 

………. 

 

Notes by Jerry Long 

 

Emily Marion Hall Holloway was born 28 February 1923 in Bloomington, Monroe 

County, IN. Her parents were Milton Thurston Hall & Ethelyn (Ethel) Claybrook. Emily was 

listed in her parent’s home in the 1930 census of Bloomington, IN. Her father was born 13 June 

1886 Lewisport, Hancock County, KY. In the 1900 census of Owensboro, Daviess County, KY 

Milton is shown in the home of his parents, Pierce Hall (born 1855) & Mattie (born 1860). Pierce 

Hall died 9 February 1940 and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery in Owensboro, KY; his death 

certificate lists his parents as Robert & Julia (May) Hall. Martha Ann (Mattie) Hall, wife of 

Pierce, died 18 August 1917 in Owensboro, KY; her death certificate gave her parents as John & 

Mattie Shaw and reported that she was buried at Elmwood Cemetery in Owensboro (she was 

buried section B and has no marker). 

 

     Milton T. Hall, of Bloomington, IN, and Ethel C. Perkins, of Owensboro, KY were 

married in Evansville, Vanderburgh County, IN on 22 June 1916.  Milton was a barber. By 1910 

he was working as a barber in Bloomington and by 1917 owned his own barber shop there. In the 

1929 city directory of Bloomington he is reported to be the proprietor of the Hotel Graham 

Barber Shop. He died on 27 April 1961 in Chicago, Cook County, IL, where he was buried in the 

Graceland Cemetery. 

 

In 1938 Emily moved to her mother’s former home in Owensboro, KY. The 1940 census 

lists Emily, her mother, and brother, Milton, as living in the home of her step-grandfather and 

maternal, grandmother, George & Emma Perkins, at 2324 West Ninth Street in Owensboro, 

Daviess County, KY.  George Perkins had married Emma Claybrook on 13 February 1902 in 

Daviess County, KY. At Greenwood Cemetery in Owensboro there is a monument for George 

Perkins (father, died 10 April 1949) & Emma C. Perkins (mother, died 29 July 1950); on the 

same marker is Elmo Claybrook (son, 18 September 1888 – 3 April 1934). The death certificate 

of George Washington Perkins reported that he was born 6 June 1870 at Yelvington, Daviess 

County, KY to George Perkins & Martha Hawes. His obituary stated he was survived by his 

widow, Emma, and a stepdaughter, Ethel Hall (Owensboro Inquirer, 11 April 1949 p12). 
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Emma Claybrook Perkins died 29 July 1950 in Owensboro, KY. Her death certificate 

recorded that she was born 17 February 1875 KY to Edward & Julia Claybrooks and was buried 

at Greenwood Cemetery in Owensboro; the informant was her daughter, Ethel C. Hall. Emma in 

1900 was working as a cook for the family of James M. Herr (1834-1908). The 1900 & 1910 

censuses of Owensboro showed that Emma had two children who were born prior to her 

marriage to George Perkins. She was the mother of Elmo Claybrook (1888-1934, he died 

unmarried) and Ethel Claybrook Hall (1893-1982). 

 

Emma Claybrook is listed in the 1870 and 1880 censuses of Owensboro, Daviess County, 

KY. The listings appeared as: 

 

1870 - Claybrooks, Edward black  33    KY 

 Julia  black  28    KY 

James  black  8    KY 

Archie   black  7    KY 

Susan  black  2    KY 

Emily  black  6 months (born November) KY 

[in the 1870 census of Daviess County two other black Claybrooks families were listed: Jefferson, 34  KY 

and Archie, 31 KY; both died in Owensboro – Jeff on 4 August 1888 & Archie on 9 October 1902] 

 

1880 - Claybrook, Ed  black  53 laborer   KY-KY-KY 

  Julia  black  42 wife   “ “ 

  James  black  18 son   “ “ 

  Archie  black  15 son   “ “ 

  Sam  black  12 son   “ “ 

  Emma  black  10 daughter  “ “ 

  Frank  black  4? son   “ “ 

  Cornelia black  1 daughter  “ “ 

  [listed near the household of Jeff Claybrook, 44 KY] 

 

In the 1860 census of Daviess County, KY there were two white Claybrook families that 

were likely connected to the African-American Claybrooks of Daviess County. Black families 

frequently assumed the names of their slave owners. Living in Daviess County in 1860 were 

Robert W. (29 KY) & James R. Claybrook (24 KY, in 1860 he was elected Daviess County 

Attorney). Robert & James were sons of Thomas M. Claybrooke (1809-1861) of Washington 

County, KY. Robert & James each owned 7 slaves according to the 1860 Census Slave Schedule 

for Daviess County, KY; both had male slaves in the age range of Ed, Jeff & Archie Claybrook. 

The 1840 census of Washington County, KY shows that Thomas Claybrook owned 27 slaves. 

 

The death certificate of Felix Claybrooks (1885-1953) son of Edward & Julia Claybrook 

reports his mother’s maiden name as Gangerfield. The 1889 Owensboro City Directory (p42) 

lists Edward Claybrooks, laborer, resident of 403 Elm Street; also at the same residence were his 

children, Samuel and Emma, she was working as a tobacco stemmer. This edition also shows 

Rev. Archie Claybrooks, “pastor Center Street Baptist Church”.  

 



4 

 

Documents are recorded in the US Freedmen’s Bureau Records (1865-1878) show that 

Edward Claybrook had been a teacher in 1868-1869 at the Hopkins Farm school near Owensboro 

in Daviess County, KY. The following is a report he filed: 

 

 
 

Ed Claybrook on 30 April 1896 was committed to the Western Kentucky Asylum in 

Hopkinsville, KY, where he died on 22 June 1896, two days later he was buried in Owensboro 

(Owensboro Daily Tribune, Owensboro, KY, 30 April 1896 p4 & 24 June 1896 p1). 

 

Edward Claybrook father of Emma Claybrook Perkins, grandfather of Ethel Claybrook 

Hall and great-grandfather of Emily Hall Holloway was prominent in the evolution of the Civil 

Rights movement. On 2 April 1883 a momentous decision was handed down in the suit of 

Edward Claybrook & others versus the city of Owensboro. The suit was filed due to the unequal 

distribution of tax funding between black & white schools. The Federal District Court ruled that 

the Kentucky laws allowing school taxes from white citizens to be used only for whites while 

black schools were supported only by taxes from blacks was in direct violation of the Fourteenth 

Amendment.  The case impacted the dual education system throughout Kentucky.  As a result of 

this case, the black schools were improved rapidly over what they had been.  Later in 1883 

Western School was opened on West 3
rd

 Street in Owensboro and continued as the county school 

for blacks until the desegregation of schools in 1962.  Edward Claybrook in 2001 was elected to 

the Kentucky Civil Rights Hall of Fame. See articles, “Claybrook v. Owensboro: An Early 

Victory for Equal Educational Opportunity in Kentucky” (by Lee A. Dew, The Daviess County 

Historical Quarterly, Vol. VIII, No. 1, Owensboro, KY, pp3-15); “The Road to Civil Rights” 

(Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 20 February 1996, p1D”; and “Claybrook inducted into 

Hall of Fame” (Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 19 July 2001, p1B). 
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Emily’s mother, Ethel Claybrook was listed on her 1916 marriage license under the  

Perkins name, the surname of her step-grandfather, George Perkins. The gravestone of “Ethelyn 

Hall” at Elmwood Cemetery in Owensboro, KY has that she was born on 27 January 1893 and 

died 2 November 1982. She was survived by two daughters, Maxine Kirkwood, of Chicago, IL, 

and Emily Holloway, of Cincinnati, OH, 6 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren. 

 

Emily had two siblings, Maxine S. (born 19 May 1917 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY) 

and Milton Thurston, Jr. (born 31 October 1919 Bloomington, IN). Milton T. Hall, Jr. in 1940 

was a janitor at the Malco Theatre in Owensboro. He entered the US Army Air Force on 9 April 

1942. He subsequently was commissioned a second lieutenant, being the first Negro in the US to 

be so honored. He was a member of the famed Tuskegee Airmen. He was killed on 18 

September 1947 in a plane crash at Grove City, Ohio, where he was attached to the Lockbourne 

Army Air Base near Columbus, OH. He was returned to Owensboro, where he was buried at 

Elmwood Cemetery. 

………. 
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Emily Holloway & Wesley Acton receive Mayor’s Award for Excellence 

From Mayor Waymond Morris on 26 January 1999 

 

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 27 January 1999 p1C: 

 

8 given city hall's highest honor 

 
By Tracy McQueen; Messenger-Inquirer 

 

 
 

A retired teacher, a doctor, a college student and a school superintendent were among 

those honored Tuesday during the 11th annual Mayor's Awards for Excellence ceremony.    

Wesley Acton and Emily Holloway were honored for excellence in volunteer service. Dr. 

Sam DunLany, Kristina Pettigrew and Sister Fran Wilhelm were honored for personal 

achievement. 
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Stu Silberman received the award for education, while Manuel Torrez received the award 

for community service. Brad Wilkerson was honored for excelling in sports. 

The mayor's award is city hall's highest honor. Mayor Waymond Morris said all of the 

recipients have made outstanding contributions. 

"It was very difficult this year. We had a lot of good nominations," Morris said. "There 

have been so many people in our community who have contributed." Acton and Holloway were 

honored for their "tireless and unselfish efforts" to restore Greenwood Cemetery, Morris said. 

The cemetery off Old Leitchfield Road had become overgrown and littered with debris to the 

point it didn't look like a cemetery at all. 

Acton and Holloway organized a two-year cleanup. They mobilized volunteers from area 

schools, civic organizations, businesses and individuals. Many volunteers were former students 

of Acton, who is a retired teacher. 

Morris said the restoration could not have happened without the dedication of Acton and 

Holloway. 

………. 

 

 The Kentucky African American Encyclopedia, edited by Gerald L. Smith, Karen Cotton 

McDaniel and John A. Hardin (Lexington, KY: University Press of Kentucky, 2015, pp216-217): 

 

   GREENWOOD CEMETERY, cemetery in Owensboro, KY, that from 1906 to 1976 

served as the final resting place for over 2,000 citizens, including Civil War, World War I, and 

World War IT veterans. In February 1906, a group of 34 African Americans in Owensboro, led 

by attorney Edward Arnold Watts, purchased a 16-acre plot of land and formed the Greenwood 

Cemetery Association. The Greenwood Cemetery continued to serve the city's black community 

for the following 70 years. 

The two oldest monuments in the cemetery predate its incorporation. Although their 

gravestones are at Greenwood, the obituaries for Kittle Ann Jones (died on January 13, 1905) 

and Benedict A. Hayden (died on August 13, 1905) indicate that they were buried elsewhere. It 

is unknown when their tombs were moved, Gravestones of many members of the military are 

located H in the cemetery. Four of these (Richard Hardesty, George W. Robertson, Henry 

Michion Taylor, and Robert Woodard) were Civil War veterans; 48 were World War I veterans; 

and 14 fought in World War IT. Many of Owensboro's most influential African Americans were 

also buried in the cemetery, including medical doctors, ministers, and teachers. Felix Wallace, an 

Owensboro native who was the owner and manager of the St. Louis Giants HNegro League 

baseball team, was also buried at Greenwood. 

In 1957, the Greenwood Cemetery Association was dissolved, but the United Brothers of 

Friendship, a fraternal organization, continued to maintain the cemetery until it dissolved in 

1972. 1During the 1970s, Greenwood fell into a state of disrepair, and its last documented burial 

was in February 1976. The cemetery remained in poor shape, the victim of overgrown brush and 

vandals, throughout the 1980s and early 1990s. Some family members even removed their loved 

ones' gravestones to protect them, and others were unable to locate family members' graves 

because of the tangled brush and tall weeds that had taken over the cemetery's grounds. 

In 1996, Wesley Acton and Emily Holloway formed the Greenwood Cemetery 

Restoration Committee. Together, they promoted the historical importance of the cemetery and 

organized over 200 volunteers to engage in a massive two-year restoration project. Around the 

same time, a local genealogist, Jerry Long, pored through thousands of burial certificates for 
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Daviess Co. and discovered that over 2,000 people had been buried at Greenwood, although only 

about 300 gravestones existed. He later compiled an exhaustive list of all known men and 

women buried in the cemetery. 

In 2001, continued care of the cemetery was ensured after the Daviess County Fiscal 

Court purchased the property. Throughout the rest of the decade, Greenwood Cemetery, located 

on 1821 Leitchfield Rd., joined other cemeteries in Owensboro as the site of Memorial Day 

observances that featured a military honor guard a 15-gun salute, and the playing of taps. 

Long, Jerry, Greenwood Cemetery: 1821 Leitchfield Road, Owensboro, 

Kentucky, Utica, KY: McDowell Publications, 2006. 

Newspapers: "Greenwood Cemetery Association Formed to Provide Burial 

Ground for Colored People," Owensboro Inquirer, February 20, 1906, 1; 

"Greenwood Cemetery Is More Crowded Than Thought," OMI, March 3, 

2005, Cl; "Cemetery Project in the Works," OML December 28, 2005,B1; 

"Services Honor Veterans, Others," OMI, May 29, 2011, Cl. 

—Joshua D. Farrington 

………. 

 

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 20 February 1996 p1D 
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Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 19 July 2001 p1B 
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Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 19 September 1947 p5 

 
 

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 9 July 2016 p1D 
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Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, 23 September 1947 p5 

 


