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Granny Remembers 

By Ella Hicks Johnson 

(1861-1950) 

 

 
Ella Hicks Johnson 

 

Ella Hicks Johnson was the author of a small booklet, Granny Remembers, in 1928, in 

which she gave recollections of her childhood in Owensboro, KY. The daughter of Charles 

Beverly Hicks and Mary Dudley Flynt, she was born 22 September 1861 in Owensboro, Ky. On 

30 August 1867 when she was six years old her mother died; Mary D. Hicks has a monument in 

the Todd family lot in Owensboro's Elmwood Cemetery. Ella’s father, his second wife and their 

children, shortly before 1900 removed to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he died on 19 January 1913 

and was buried in Cincinnati’s Spring Grove Cemetery. Ella’s grandparents, Beverly Alsop 

Hicks (1794-1870) & Mary Colson Herndon (1796-1867) came to Owensboro from Fayette 

County, KY during 1860-1867; they both have tombstones in Owensboro’s Elmwood Cemetery. 
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Ella Hicks married James Moreland Johnson (1857-1934) in Owensboro on 31 May 

1883; he was the son of Alfred B. Johnson & Martha Moreland.  

 

Messenger & Examiner, Owensboro, KY 

Wednesday, 6 June 1883, p3: 

 
 

In Granny Remembers besides her parents she makes references to the following 

relatives, generally using only their first names: uncle & aunt David F. & Jane Hicks Todd and 

their boys, John, Bev, Dave, Rob & Charles; Cousin Edward ("Ned") Erwin, the orphan of 

Edmund C. & Evalina Augusta Hicks Erwin; uncle & aunt Edward C. & Lucy Isabel Hicks 

Carter and their sons, Jimmy & Bev; stepmother Annie Mathis Hicks; and former slaves, Ellen 

Todd Balden & Alexander Flint, who resided with the Todd family; all of these lived in 

Owensboro in the period after the Civil War. 

Ella’s husband, James Moreland Johnson, had the following obituary in the Owensboro 

Messenger, Tuesday, 13 February 1934, p9: 
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Ella Hicks Johnson later resided in Louisville, KY and Nashville, TN. In the latter place 

she died on 14 May 1950, at the age of 88. She was buried in Owensboro at Elmwood Cemetery, 

in the northwest end of section D, beside her husband in the Johnson-Moreland family lot. The 

following obituaries for Ella and her father appeared in the Owensboro newspapers: 
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Owensboro Messenger, Tuesday, 16 May 1950, p7: 

 

 

Owensboro Inquirer, Tuesday, 28 January 1913, p6: 
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Owensboro Messenger, 2 December 1928, p7: 

 

 

Lexington Herald, Lexington, KY, 21 April 1929, Feature section, p8: 

“New Kentucky Books” column 
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 Ella Hicks Johnson also published a 56-page family history book entitled, A Family 

Memorial  (Louisville, KY: Geo. G. Peter Printing Co., 1894): 
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