Old River Road Of Long Ago Recalled

By Clifton Wood (C.W.) Bransford

Messenger & Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 14 June 1931, pp.1B & 9B:
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“Old River Roc}'d” Of Long Ago Recalled

Skirted Ohio For Distance Of Several Miles East Of Owensboro And On It Were
Homes Of Distinguished Citizens Of State And Nation

(BY C. W. BRANSFORD)

For more than a century Rich-
mond, Va., and Charleston, 8. C.,
lly acknowledged the two

most aristocratic citles in the Uni-
ted States, have boasted their cul-
ture and refinement along their re-
spective rivers—the historic James
and the placid Ashley. No ©One ac-
quainted with the history of these
two great commonwealths, which

mmmhm‘

formative period of the republic
than any of the thirteen colonies,
will gainsay the justness of thelr
claim, But let it be recorded for
the inspiration of future genera-
tions that Owensboro, Ky., in the
long ago, had a along

‘Hawesville road, skirted the Ohio

river from Smock's flour mill
where now stands the Rapler ele-
vator, for a distance of several
miles east of Owensboro, and fac-
ing the river on this road were the
h of the citizens of whom we

the .Ohio river, that, for beautiful
wonien and gallant men rivaled
even the celebrated communme!
above mentioned.

L

“The Old River road” as it was
called, .but later the

write. This old road was lined on
either side with majestic forest
trees, making it one of the most
beautiful thoroughfares the best
traveled persons had ever seen.
And just here let me venture the
mvl that no strip of ground a
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cabinet officer, one circuit judge
and one United States senutor
L

So early as 1806, Col. Joseph
Hamilton Daveiss (this is the cor-
rect spelling), who had married
the previous year Nancy Marshall,
the daughter of Col. Thomas “.af-
shall of Fauquier count,, Virginia
and sister of Chief Justico John
Marshall of the United States sup-
reme court, came to Daviess coun-
ty and settled on a tract of 5,000
acres of land bordering this road
which l.e described as ‘“Cornland.”
Col, Daveiss seems to have been
the first settler to recognize the at-
tractlveness of this location, as he
built his residence, a large two-
story brick, far back on the ridge,
thus giving him a splendid view of
the Ohio river from  the beautiful
Bon Harbor hills to the Rockport
bend, a distance of about six miles,
one of the most picturesque
stretches on .La Belle Riviere. He
opened a law office in Owensboro
and soon became one of the most

distinguished lawyers in the United

States. He was the first attorney
living west of the Allegheny moun-
tains to appear before the United

quarter of a mile wide and five
miles long In the United States af-
forded habitation for a greater
number of distinguished men. Just
think of it! There lived on this
small strip, one United States dis-
trict attorney, one member of con-
gress, one officer each in the Uni-
ted Staftes army and navy, two
DUnited States ministers to foreign
countries, three bank presidents,
two colonels in foreign wars, one

/Continued on Page Nine




States supreme court at Washing-
ton. It is said he made a pro-
found impression upon that august
body., He was appointed United
States district attorney by Presi-
dent Jefferson, and conducted the
prosecution of Aaron Burr for trea-
son in the memorable trial at
Richmond, Va., in 1810. In 1811
he joined the army of Gen. Har-
rison and proved as great a soldier
as he had a lawyer in the conflict
with the combined forces of the
Indians and British on the west-
ern frontier: He . s killed at the
battle of Tippecanoe, November 7,
1811, being then only 37 'years of
age. The Daveiss blood survives
here in the Ogdens and Robertses
through Gen. John Daveiss, brother
of Col. Joseph Daveiss, and this
county, named for the colonel, will
ever keep his nzme and heroic
deeds fresh in the memory of Ken-
tuckians,

. ..

The first house after passing the
Smock mill was the residence of
William B. Pegram, who came here
from Virginia about 1850 to en-
gage in the export tob&cco busi-
ness. The house was a wo-story
frame painted white with green
shutters, and set back from the
road with an orchard in front. Mr.
Pegram  married Miss Amelia
Hawes, and raised a large family,
his daughters being among twue
most beautiful women in Kentuc-
ky. His daughter, Meme, married
David Hamilton, of Glasgow, Scot-
land, who came here in 1859 and
built ‘a~large tobacco factory on
2nd and Center streets, After his
marriage he ergeted a palatial two-
story brick residence on the Pe-
gram tract. He later moved to
Louisville and thence to Detroit,
Mich., where his descendants now
live.

John A. Faulds, another Scotch-
man, from Perthshire, in 1855, who
married Miss Dupuy, a worthy de-
scendant of Major Dupuy, the
French Huguenot, who was a mem-
ber of the noted Manakin-town set-
tlement on James river in Virginia,
built next to the Hamilton house a
handsome two-story brick and his
well-kept yard added much to the
beauty of the old road. He was al-
s0 a tobacconist, having bought the
Leo Sims factory, built in 1857. He
died July 10, 1880, much lamented
in this city. .

The next place was that of Wil-
liam H. Kearney, who kept a gro-
cery and supply house on Frederica
street, near First. Mr., Kearney
buflt his residence, a four-room
brick, so close to the river that it
had to be torn down on account
of the erosion of the bank and to
make way for the road which had
to be moved back on account of
the bank caving Iin. Mr. Kearney
married Estelle Combs and haa
two handsome daughters by her.

L

The third house was a white
frame with a large front yara,
adorned with a profusion of flow-
ers, It was built by Joseph Thom-
as, long connected with the bank-
ing interest of Owensboro, who
came here in 1837, bringing with
him from his former New Orleans
home, the bed which General La
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Fayette slept in while in New Or-
leans during his tour of the United
States in 1824. Another relic that
Mr. Thomas prized very highly was
a half dollar given him by General
Andrew Jackson in 1828, bearing
the inscription, “Gen. A. Jackson
to J. Thomas, January 11th, 1828.”
Mr. Thomas was circuit clerk of
Daviess county for six years before
becoming teller of the old Planters
bank and later of the First Nation-
al bank. He married first Saran
Watkins, a native of Maryland, and
secondly, Sarah M. Grissom. His
last wife died in 1878, and his
charming daughter, Mrs. Alice
Burkhardt, thereafter had charge
of his household affairs. Mr, Thom-
as sold his place called “Rivergide”
to Samuel M, Wing, a native of
Greenville, Ky., where he married
Miss Weir. In 1855 he succeeded
William Bell as president of the
branch of the Southern Bank of
Kentucky (the parent bank was lo-
cated at Louisville), which he serv-
ed as president until 1870. In 1856
he formed a partnership with Ben-
jamin Bransford to engage In the
oxport tobacco business, and they
built the fifth factory erected in
the town on First and St. Elizae
beth streets. Mr. Wing was presi-
dent of the Owensboro Academy.
organized in 1853, an {institution
that sent out from {ts walls some
of the great men of Kentucky.
Among others two of Mr. Wing's
own sons—Weir Wing, a vallant
captain in the Union army and
Rumsey Wing, United States min-
ister to Ecuador. This place was
later acquired by James B. Ander-
son, a native of Fayette county.
Ky., who was the first cashier of
Xentucky and continued as such
till his death, Oct. 17, 1864. Mr.
Anderson married Mary Ann Rob-
ertson, a native of Franklin county,
Ky., and their dJdescendants are
represented in the Venable, Tyler,
Willlams and other families.
L

Next in order was the home of
Georgé H. Yeaman, a large two-
story red brick house that set back
on the ridge, part of the original
tract of Col. Daveiss. Mr. Yeaman
was a native of Hardin county,
Ky., and with his brother, Judge
Malcolm Yeaman, of Henderson,
came to Owensboro in 1853. On
May 20, 1855, he married Lelia P.
Triplett, daughter of old -Robert
Triplett, who laid out Bon HFarbor
and built there the first cotton mil]
erected in the west. Mr. Yeaman
was state senator 1861-1863; mem-
ber of congress 1862-1865, and in
1865 was appointed by President
Johnson, United States minister to
Denmark, On his return from
Denmark in 1870, he settled in New
York City and became one of its
leading lawyers. His family left
Owensboro for New York Janu-
ary 17, 1871, much to the Tregret
of the entire community.

James C. Rudd, son of James
Rudd, :n old and prominent citi-
zen of Louisville, came heére in
1857, and also bought a section of
the Daveiss tract and erected
thereon a large two-story frame
house near where the Davelss res-
idence stood until it burned to the
ground in 1859. Mr. Rudd married
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Colegate Moore, daughter of Dr.
John R. Moore, a very accomplish-
ed woman, who had received her
education in the best schoois of
‘Baltimore and New York. Until
he left the farm and moved to St.
Louis, Mr. Rudd was a large ship-
per of mules every season to the
southern markets. He later re-
turned from St. Louis and engaged
in the fire insurance business until
his death, £
.- " s A

Just across the lane from the Da-
veiss tract was ‘“Haphazard” the
residence of William Bell, who
‘came to Daviess county in the ear-
‘ly forties. Upon the organization
of the branch of the Southern
Bank of Kentucky in 1850, he be-
came one of its directors and In
1853 was elected president of the
bank to succeed Junius Alexander,
the first president. He married
Louise Ewing, of Philadelphia.
Next to, or rather adjoining the
Bell place, was that of his daugh-
ter, Mrs. William Murdock, whose
granddaughter, “Mrs, W. W. Pjer-
son lives in ILouisville,

Just beyond the forks of the
road where the Hardinsburg road
leaves the Hawesville road, was the
residence of Col. Algernon S. Thrus-
ton, a colonel under General Scoft
in the Texas war for independence
and later a member of President
Samuel Houston’s cabinet in the
‘“‘Lone Star”™ state,. He came to
Daviess county in 1854. His wife
was Harriett C. Jacques, of St.
Louis. Col. Thruston died March
5, 1864. The last descendant of
this marriage, Mrs. David Todd,
died just a short time ago.

Leading off the Hawesville road
and down to near the river was a
beautiful avenue of honey locust
and pecan trees that took you to
“Clifton Lodge,” the residence of
Burr Crutcher, formerly the home
of Geo, W. Mason, who married
Miss Patton and was the father of
Frederica Mason, for whom Ow-
ensboro’s . principal residence
street was named. Mr. Mason
died June 11, 1855. Mr. Crutcher
was “a son of Isaac and Sallie
(Helm) Crutcher, of Nelson coun-
ty, Ky., and came to Daviess county
from Breckenridge county in 1856.
His farm comprised 610 acres
which he cultivated with slaves.
The Mason house was destroyed by
fire January 28, 1869, and Mr.
Crutcher replaced to with a sub-
stantfal two-stogy brick house.
There was a regular steamboat
landing at his place and the farm-
ers for miles around availed them-
selves of it in ship_-ng the products
of their farms and receiving sup-
plies from Louisville and other
cities. Mr. Crutcher married Oct.
8, 1029 Hester, daughter «f Solo-
man and Elizabeth (Swan) Bran-
den jur;. The town of Branden-
burg Ky., was named for his
wife's father. A daughter of this
marriage, Mrs, Oscar Bradford, is
now living in Chicago.

On another part of the Mason
tract was the residence of John P.
Devereux who married Mr. Ma-
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son’s daughter, Frederica, Mr.
Devereux was judg. of the circuit
court of this district in 1851,
but -he moved to Kansas City, Mo.,
in 1859, and entered the rallroad
business. In 1866 he removed to
St. Louis, where he was :>mmis-
sioner of the 1.nd department of
the Union Pacific railroad until
1876. ¥le was latcr attorney for
the company at Kansas City and
later at Denver. Mrs. Joe Perkins
a grahddaughter, lives in Green-
ville, S. C.

Adjoining the Thruston farm
‘was that of Col. Colin 8. Throck-
morton, formerly an officer in the
United States navy and son of Ma-
Jor Aris Throckmorton, a soldier
of the War of 1812 and distinguish-
ed before 1820 as the landlord of
the Lower Blue Lick Springs wat-
ering place, and from 1835 to 1865
of the Galt House at Louisville.
By the way, it was Capt, Marryat
anothor surly Englishman, and
not Charles Dickens as generally
believed, whom Major Throckmor-
ton kicked out of the Galt House
for incivility. Col. Throckmorton
married Miss Melvina Ward, dau-
ghter of Roburt J. Ward, of Louis-
ville and sister of Sallie Ward, the
most ce.chrated of Kentucky's
many beautiful women, and Mrs.
Throckinorton herself belonged in
that class. Col. Throckinorton died
‘el 25, 1878. At that time his
only konwn living son was Maurice
Throckmorton, mayor of Birming-
ham, Ala.

Closer to the river ar - just be-
yond tt: Crutcher farm was that
of Thomas Clay, who settled there
in 1807 or 1808. He was - - broth-
er of General Green Clay, who was
the father of Gencral Cassius M.
Clay. .\ daughter of Thomas Clay
Wm.ﬂth
were ibe parcii. o Jhcwias Clay
McCreery, Daviess county’s most
distingu.sned native citizin, Mir.
McCreery was the first president
< ¢ “ational! weposit Bank, or-
ganized in 1860, and in the same
yeat was nominated clected a
presidential elector on the Breck-
enridge and Lane ticket. Hc¢ was
elected L... .. States senator in
Fekrua: 1868, vice James Guthrie
resigned, &... served until March 4,
1871; 3 ...Sd..Z  zosgmbes 1°, 1871,
£Or Lat sull term £r. .11 1873 to 1879.
Ile was consi. _red one of ths ¢..n-
try’s greatest orators. In 1866, while
on a visit to Washington City, the
writer had the courtes. o the floor
©of the senate for a week througn
the influence of Senator ) cGreery.
One day in conversation with sever-
al senators, Senator Fowler, of Ten-
nessee, remarked that Senator Mc-
Creery was the greatest orator in
the senate -.ad this estimate of him
was reacily assented 4o L. the oth-
er senators present. A year or two
later “Puck”-had a full-siged pic-
ture of th. senator - s sront
cover and dubbed him ‘“the silber-
tongue sluggard of the senate.”
Mr. McCreery - married Clara
Hawes, daughter .of Sam Hawes,
and tholr descendants are repres-
ented in the Stuart (2 branches),
Boone, Herr, Keene and Ditto fam-
illes. Robert W. McCreery, his eld-
est son, married Orlean Athy, dau-
ght of Mortimer F. Athy, and
their daughter, Mrs. Wynne Dix-
on, of Henderson, Ky., is still in
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possession of the Clay farm that
Senator McCreery inherited from
his mother over one hundred years
ago. : -

In 1836, Dr. Frank Fitzhugh
Conway, born in Orange county,
Va., came and settled in this neigh-
borhood. -~ He married Bettie
‘Brooke in 1832 and practiced med-
icine in Albermarle county Va.,
several years before removing to
Kentucky. He had the misfortune
to lose his residence by fire on Ap-
ril 7, 1845, when he removed to the
western part of the county. His
‘'son, Dr. F. F, Conway, Jr., first a
praéticing physician in the Oak-
ford precinct, was later clerk of
the Daviess circuit court.

- . =

A little further east was the
place of Colonel Justus Varien,
who came here in the early forties
from New Orleans bringing with
him a large number of slaves, Col-
onel Varien was a distingufshed
officer in the French army and was
one of Napoleon's body guard.
His wife died before his coming to
this county, but he had five high-
1y cultured daughters, who were
greatly admired by all who knew
them. Col. Varien died May 10,
1872. Two of his daughters sug-
vived him, but none of them ever
married. 3 :

The last place of what was con-
sidered the old River Road settle-
ment was ‘Ingleside,” the home of
Dr. Willlam C€. Woolfolk, The
‘house was a large two-story frame
and occupied a knoll commanding
a fine view of the river and the
surrounding  country. -~ Dr, Wool-
folk was a practicing physician in
Brandenburg, Ky. before coming
to this county in 1847, His repuia-
tion as a suecessful practitioner
had preceded him and he quickly
acquired a large practice after
settling here. He was a consider-
able slave owner and under his
careful supervision “Ingleside” be-
came one of the best cultivated
farms in the county. Accordingly
when the Daviess County Agricul-
tural and Mechanical Society was
organized In 1850, Dr. Woolwolk
became one of its first presidents.
This society continued to hold suc-
cessful fairs until the outbhreak of
the War Between the- States, when
it ceased operations. After the
war was over the association was
reorganized as the Daviess Coun-
ty Falr Company and in 1872, Dr.
Woolfolk was again. elected presi-
dent. On January 20, 1943 occur-
red the marrjage of Dr. William C.
Woolfolk and -Maria Beverly Al-
exander, daughter of Girard Alex-
ander and sister of Junius Alexan-
der, who lived at ‘‘Belle Forest,”
(which he sold to Col. Throck-
morton) and who was the first pres-
ident of the branch of the South-
ern Bank of Kentucky, going later
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to New York City, where he be-
came one-of the wealthiest and
most prominent bankers of the me-
tropolis. Dr. Woolfolk died April
4, 1876, and his son, Dr. Junius A.
Woolfolk, succeeded to his prac-
tice, It is worthy .of note that “In-
gleside™ is still in the possession of
a member of the Woolfolk family
after a lapse of nearly a century.

The writer has mentioned with
some detall the distinguished gen-
tlemen who occupied the strip

along the “Old River Road,” and
he would fain desecribe in living
language the feminine beauty and
culture that graced the drawing-
rooms of their stAtely mansions
did he feel equal to the task.
Those who shared the bounteous
hospitality of their homes and
have been witness of their culture
and refinement will wish that more
attention were given the present
day to the culture of the mind and
good manners than to the sordid
accumulation of money and the
wild, reckless striving after what
is supposed to -constitute “a good
time.” Suffice it to say, when the
true record ~_for feminine beauty
and cultural refinement is made up
for Kentucky, the snames of Da-
veiss, Pegram, Rudd, Bell, Thrus-
ton, Crutcher, Deveréux, Mason,
Throckmorton McCreery, Conway,
Varien, Alexander. and Woolfolk
will not be excluded from the list.

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 25 August 2016, pp1B & 6B:

Old River Road was the height of local culture

By Keith Lawrence, Messenger-Inquirer

In the late 19th century, C.W. Bransford was publisher of Owensboro's leading
newspaper - The Messenger. He moved in the circles of high society.

On June 14, 1931, years after Bransford had left the newspaper business, the Messenger-
Inquirer published a lengthy article in which he described those social circles of long ago.

"Owensboro, Ky., in the long ago had a settlement along the Ohio River, that, for
beautiful women and gallant men rivaled even" Richmond, Va., and Charleston, S.C., for culture
and refinement, Bransford wrote.

The Old River Road, as it was known in those days, "skirted the Ohio from Smock's flour
mill (Second and Clay) for several miles," he wrote.

It was "lined with majestic forest trees, making it one of the most beautiful thoroughfares
the best traveled persons had ever seen," Bransford said.

He went so far as to claim that "no strip of ground a quarter-mile wide and five miles
long in the United States afforded habitation for a greater number of distinguished men." The list
Bransford put together included one U.S. district attorney, one member of Congress, one officer
each in the U.S. Army and Navy, two U.S. ministers to foreign countries, three bank presidents,



two colonels in foreign wars, one former cabinet officer, one circuit judge and one U.S.
senator.

There was even a guard to Napoleon.

Bransford, whose wife, Virgie Lee Finley, was the niece of a Florida congressman, fit
right in. He was described as a man with auburn hair, a red mustache and brown eyes.

In September 1878, when he was 20, Bransford became a partner in The Messenger. Two
years later, he and J.A. Munday bought the Examiner and merged the two papers.

The following year, Bransford bought out Munday. And in 1882, he brought in Urey
Woodson as a partner. Woodson would carry the paper on until it merged with the Inquirer in
1929.

In his description of those bygone Daviess County days, Bransford waxed eloquent.

A person "would fain describe in living language the feminine beauty and culture that
graced the drawing rooms of their stately mansions did he feel equal to the task," he wrote.

His sentences were sometimes long and hard to follow. But Bransford left no doubts of
how great he thought that society was.

"Those who shared the bounteous hospitality of their homes and have been witness of
their culture and refinement will wish that more attention were given the present day to the
culture of the mind and good manners than to the sordid accumulation of money and the wild,
reckless striving after what is supposed to constitute 'a good life," " he wrote.

Here's the list he compiled of the homes of the then rich and famous: "Cornland,” Col.
Joseph Hamilton Daveiss' 5,000-acre estate. Daveiss, the man for whom the county is named,
married Nancy Marshall, the sister of Chief Justice John Marshall of the U.S. Supreme Court, in
1805.

The following year, he built a large two-story brick house far back on the ridge from the
River Road "giving him a splendid view of the Ohio River from the beautiful Bon Harbor hills to
the Rockport bend - a distance of about six miles - one of the most picturesque stretches,"
Bransford wrote.

Daveiss, the first attorney living west of the Allegheny Mountains to argue a case before
the U.S. Supreme Court, opened a law office in Owensboro.

He was appointed U.S. District Attorney by President Thomas Jefferson and conducted
the prosecution of Aaron Burr for treason in 1810.

He was killed Nov. 7, 1811, in the Battle of Tippecanoe at age 37.

The first house past Clay Street was the residence of William B. Pegram, a tobacco
exporter who moved here from Virginia in 1850.

The two-story frame house was painted white with green shutters and set back from the
road. There was an orchard in front.

Pegram and his wife, the former Amelia Hawes, had a daughter named Meme who
married David Hamilton of Glasgow, Scotland. Hamilton moved to Owensboro in 1859 and built
a large tobacco factory at Second and Center streets.

They "erected a palatial two-story brick residence on the Pegram tract." But the couple
soon moved to Louisville and eventually Detroit.

John A. Faulds, another Scotsman, in 1857 built next door to the Hamilton house "a
handsome two-story brick and his well-kept yard added much to the beauty of the old road.”
Faulds bought the Leo Sims tobacco factory, which was built in 1857. He died July 10, 1880.

The next house, Bransford wrote, belonged to William H. Kearney, who "kept a grocery
and supply house on Frederica Street near First. At first he built his residence, a four-room brick



so close to the river that it had to be torn down on account of the erosion of the bank and to make
way for the road which had to be moved back." Next was Riverside, "a white frame house with a
large front yard, adorned with a profusion of flowers. (It was) built by Joseph Thomas, who
came here in 1837, bringing with him from his former New Orleans home, the bed which
General LaFayette slept in while in New Orleans during his tour of the United States in 1824."
Thomas "also had a half dollar given him by General Andrew Jackson in 1828." He was circuit
clerk of Daviess County for six years before becoming teller of the old Planters Bank and later of
First National Bank.

Thomas sold Riverside to Samuel M. Wing, a Greenville native. Wing was president of
the Owensboro Academy, established in 1853. He was the father of Weir Wing, a captain in the
Union Army, and Rumsey Wing, U.S. minister to Ecuador.

Next was the home of George H. Yeaman, "a large two-story red brick house that set
back on the ridge, part of the original tract of Col. Daveiss." Yeaman came to Owensboro in
1853 and married Lelia P. Triplett, daughter of Robert Triplett.

He was elected county judge in 1854 and served as state senator from 1861 to 1863 and a
member of the U.S. House of Representatives from 1862 to 1865. In 1865, Yeaman was
appointed minister to Denmark. In 1870, he settled in New York City and became one of the
city's leading lawyers.

James C. Rudd came to Daviess County in 1857, bought land and erected a large two-
story frame house near where the Daveiss residence had stood until it burned in 1859.

Rudd was "a large shipper of mules to southern markets." Later, he founded one of the
city's first fire insurance companies.

"Just across the lane from the Daveiss tract was Haphazard, the residence of William
Bell, who came to Daviess County in the 1840s. (He was) one of the directors of the Southern
Bank of Kentucky in 1850 (and) became president in 1853." "Just beyond the forks of the road
where the Hardinsburg Road leaves the Hawesville Road was the residence of Col. Algernon S.
Thruston, a colonel under Gen. Winfield Scott in the Texas War of Independence and later a
member of President Samuel Houston's cabinet in the Lone Star state." He came to Daviess
County in 1854 and died March 5, 1864.

"Leading off the Hawesville Road and down to near the river was a beautiful avenue of
honey locust and pecan trees that took you to Clifton Lodge, the residence of Burr Crutcher,
formerly the home of George W. Mason, who died June 11, 1855." Crutcher came to Daviess
County in 1856 and bought a 610-acre farm. When the house was destroyed by fire Jan. 23,
1869, Crutcher "replaced it with a substantial two-story brick. There was a regular steamboat
landing at his place." "On another part of the Mason tract was the residence of John P.
Devereux who married Mason's daughter, Frederica. He was circuit judge in 1851, moved to
Kansas City in 1859 and entered the railroad business.” "Adjourning the Thruston farm was that
of Col. Colin S. Throckmorton, formerly an officer in the United States Navy." He died on Oct.
25, 1878. His son, Maurice, became mayor of Birmingham, Ala.

"Closer to the river and just beyond the Crutcher Farm was that of Thomas Clay who
settled there in 1807 or 1808. He was the brother of Gen. Green Clay and uncle of Gen. Cassius
M. Clay. He was a grandfather of Sen. Thomas Clay McCreery of Daviess County, who
inherited the property.” In 1836, Dr. Frank Fitzhugh Conway settled in the neighborhood. When
his house burned on April 7, 1845, Conway moved to the western part of the county.

"A little farther east was the place of Col. Justus Varien, who came here in the early
1840s from New Orleans, bringing with him a large number of slaves. (He) was a distinguished



officer in the French army and was one of Napoleon's body guards. His wife died before coming
to this country.

(He) had five beautiful daughters, none of whom married." Varien died May 10, 1872.

The last place on what was considered the old River Road settlement was Ingleside, the
home of Dr. William C. Woolfolk.

It was, Bransford wrote, "a large two-story frame and occupied a knoll commanding a
fine view of the river and the surrounding country." Woolfolk, he wrote, was a physician in
Brandenburg before moving to Daviess County in 1847. "He was a considerable slave owner.
Ingleside became one of the best cultivated farms in the county.” Woolfolk was one of the first
presidents of the Daviess County Agricultural and Mechanical Society, which was organized in
1850. That group organized the first county fairs here. Woolfolk later served as president of the
new Daviess County Fair Co. in 1872. He married the sister of Junius Alexander, who lived at
Belle Forest - property later sold to Col. Throckmorton. Woolfolk died on April 4, 1876.

History of Daviess County, Kentucky (Chicago: Interstate Publishing Co., 1883. pp.202-203:

C.W. Bransford was born in Owensboro, Ky., Jan. 24, 1858, a son of Benj. and Mary E. (Athy)
Bransford; attended schools here but graduated in the literary course at Cumberland University Lebanon,
Tenn., in June, 1877. He then attended the law school at Louisville, where he completed the junior course,
and was elected salutatorian from this class, as a testimonial to his proficiency. He next accepted a
temporary position in Clarke & Crutcher’s stemmery. At the close of the tobacco business for the season
of 1878 he became sub-editor of the Messenger, under J.A. Munday. Within two months he was offered a
partnership in the paper, which he accepted, in September, 1878, etc., as above noted.

Dec. 21, 1882, Mr. Bransford married Virgie Lee Finley, of Lebanon, Tenn., a daughter of Dr.
W.M. Finley, a native of Clarksville, Tenn., and a niece of Congressman Finley, of Florida. Mr.
Bransford is a young man of remarkable business and executive talent, and if he lives will make a bright
mark in the world. If he should rise to political prominence, he will not be a “barking dog,” and he
therefore might “bite,” where there is occasion in some contest. The Hopkinsville South Kentuckian truly
says of him: “His style of writing possesses a degree of profundity far beyond his years when he is
handling editorial subjects. He is very temperate, and is a model young man in his habits, although he
does not belong to any church. Concerning his physical appearance the South Kentuckian thus words it:
“His hair is a bright auburn, and he has a fine red mustache and brown eyes. He is very quiet in his
demeanor, and loves his profession more than he does his sweet-heart!”

Clifton Wood Bransford (1858-1936)
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Section of Daviess County
Which Was Once Very
Famous

S—— e

SOMETHING ABOUT
PEOPLE AND HOMES

O1 a Neighhoritood Noted as Home of
Late 1. €, MeCreery, Rice E.

Graves and Otkers

The following story was prepared
for the Inquirer by one of Owens-
boro's oldest ecitizens, and he tells
abour a cnee famous section of Dav-
fess county, and those who read it
can not fail to be greatly interested:

“That section of Daviess county ly-
ing northeast of Owensboro and be-
vend Yellow ereek was known before
the war, and is still denominated by
the older citizens as Beech Woods,

“This section was noted for the
number of large farms, great landed
estates, ornamented with fine houses
and dotted with negro cabins.

“While they did not grew cotton as
you would notice a little farther down
sputh, nevertheless yon could hear
‘he oll southern plantation songs in
he tob2ece and corn fields.

“The plantations were owned and
secupiéd by wealthy, intelligent peo-
ule, who were famous for their hospi-
tality, the latch string always hang-
ing on the outside aud a hearty wel-
come extended to all,

“I can eall to mind many familiar
md historie names of people who re-
sided in that section.

11



- Col Howard,

Alter you leave the city, and just
betore you reach the Beech Woods
vau pass the old home of Col. How-
ard, land and slave owner and a pio-
neer Baptizt preacher, who has per-
formed the marriage ceremony of
many cf the older citizens. Near Col.
Howard was Col. Newton, a wealthy
man who came here from Virginia,
snd who owned many acres and a
large number of slaves. After you
eross Yellow ereek you pass the old
'homes of Throekmorton, Thruston
and Speed, but the place that deserves
special mention was at that time, the
large plantation on the left side of
‘he road extending from the road to
the Ohio river, known as ‘the Varian
farm. ‘

Juslis \'nliinn

“Justus Vairian moves from New
Irleans (o Owensboiro after the close
of the civil war. He was a native oi
t'rance, a distinguisheld soldier, being
a member op Napoleon’s staff that ac-
companied him throughout Lis memor-
able campaign. He also participated
in many hard fought bhattles and wg
in the thick of the fight at Marengo
and Austerlitz, and was with the
french warrior in the retreat from
Russia.  He was a member of the
old guard, of whom it was said ‘(he
old gunard dies, but never surrenders.’
After moving to Daviess county, Mr
Varian devoted his time to the culti-
vation of his large farm. He was an
accomplished, educated genfleman,
rather eccentric, but very honest and
eloved by all who knew him. He
educated his children in the best
schools, where théy were iaught to
speak French as fluently as they did
English. In the home of the Vairians
is a picture of Napoleon and many
other mementoes and relics of the
greatest soldier that ever lived.
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‘Hon. T. (. McCreery’s Home,

“A little beyond the Vairian place
was the old home ot Senator- Thomas
C ‘VIcCreer) It was an old fashioned
two-story frame house with a study
out in the yard, where he spent many
hours in jroading and preparing him-
self for the great position which he
afterwards hLeld in the United States
senate, Like the c¢ld Roman, Cincin-
natus, he was called from the farmto
the senate, and if I recclleet correctly
he was the only senator that was cver
eleeted 10 the (nited States senate
prior to the holding of another office,
the wsnal 1oute being through con-
gress o the gubernatorial chair,

| Rice Graves,

“Near by the McCreery plantation
was the home :nd birthplace of Rice
L. ves, the most distinguished
soldier 'of the Green River ccuntry in
the Confederate army.

“When a youth, Mr. Graves attended
the Hart-Voodrnf-Meintyre acudemy
in Owenshcro and when the war he-
gan, was a student at West I'oint, hav-
ing rveceived his appointmen! from
s cengreegional distriet Resigning
his eadels!ip at West Poirt he en
listed with  Breckenridge's  division
known in history as the Orphan bri-
gaile  As un artil’-»y officer he was
Lreveted for bravery in the field of
battle, and in all tae ouneis of his-
tory, theére has aecver leer a mors
brave soidery thou the «lq orpha:
otigade, 9nd po on: mm'm-ted niore
in honor and valor and w make
ap their splendid reccrd than Rice E.
Graves,

“l can never forget when his oll
teacher, Mr. Hart, who was then coun-
ducting the school cn Daviess streer
aear Fifth, in which the Cathclie sis-
ers:are Low teaching, received the
1ews that Major Graves had been kill-
2d in battle. He was €o oyvercome and
prostrated with griet cver the deata
of this gallant soldier, hiz cld pupi!,
that he cismizzed school jor the day.
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Conway would play the fiddle.

Mr. Taylor was an ideal Kentuckian,
a gentleman, intellizent, generous and
hospltable, anl had a great hobby for
game chickens, and would often go
as far as Nashville, Venn., to see the
birde epar with each cller.

Memory with gollen tipped fingers
paints many bright visions of the past,
bt pone brigiter thun these good old
deyy in Beech Woods."

An lllustrated Historical Map of Daviess County, KY. (Leo McDonogh & Co., 1876, p18
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February 14, 1995 COMMUNITY Page 3
CoMMuUNITY HISTORY
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The countryside beyond Yellow Creek Loui

at Thruston was a panorama of pastoral
splendor during antebellum days. It was
in the section of Daviess County called
the Beechwoods, known for its majestic
beech trees and the fine plantations that
lined the old river road from Owensboro
to Hawesville.

One of the plantation owners was
Algernon Sidney Thruston, who had
fought for the independence of Texas in
the 1830s before moving to Daviess Coun-
ty. The present community four miles
northeast of Owensboro would later bear

name.
On another farm lived Thomas Clay,
the first settler of the Thruston area and

abolitionist and
orator Cassius Marcellus Clay. Two of the
hma homes for men who eventual-
became United States senators —
omas Clay McCreery and Wendell
Ford. A fifth farm home- was

sville.
A.S. Thruston lived on his farm here
for about 10 years; he died in 1864. His
widow, Harriet, moved to a residence at
505 E. Fifth St. in Owensboro in 1868-69.
She died of typhoid fever in 1873 at the
age ( of 46 and was lle:_ned alongside her

Y-
Alfred Thruston s association with
Major Aris Throckmorton of Louisville
infl d the latter’s decisil

may have
to also buy land in Daviess County.

Throckmorton, a major in the War of
1812, was ed for the hotels he
operated From 1835 to 1865 he was pro-
prietor of Galt House in Louisville, one of
the most celebrated and popular hotels in
the South.

Throckmorton bought ground that
ran northeast from the present heart of
Thruston at the intersection of Kentucky
144 lnd 405. The Throckmorton house

was the built in 1840. Throckmor-
place of Justus Vairin, a former body- m'g son, Colin, moved there in 1855 and
guard to Napoleon stayed for 20 years before moving to

Bonaparte.
Algernon Thruston made his home on  Owensbo

a 700-acre tract now bordering Kentucky
#)5 and spreading southeast along
ights

Landing Road.
land of Thomas Clay McCreery,
who served in the U.S. Senate from 1868-
1871;‘;1 187&91879 bolﬂ:(':edﬂle'mms-
ton on the west. reery’s
.djohedﬂuphmﬁmdhhmndm
‘Thomas Clay, who had settled there in
1806 or 1807. Clay was a second cousin of
Henry Clay, and brother of General Green
Clay, father of Cassius. Both Thomas and
were members of the conven-
Kentucky’s second con-
stitution in 1799.
Thruston was born in Jefferson County
in 1801 and grew up in Louisville. He

Texas attorney
Thruston left Texu in 1850, lived

lwlileml"lorih m

his family to Daviess County

ro. The home still stands on a
hill a short distance on the left of Ken-
tucky 144 past Yellow Creek Bam
Church. U.S. Senator We

in the house as a boy in the 19305 and
and attended Thruston School and
Dlviess County High School before he
went to col
Vairin was a veteran of the Battle of
Waterloo and a member of Napoleon’s
He moved to Daviess County
in 1842 from New Orleans, built his home
in the Beechwoods, became a tobacco

son. The Deane family acquired the

n house in 1947; Si Deane §

lives there now. The origin;

Mrs. Gladys Gerteisen, widow of for-
mer Daviess County commissioner Jake
Gerteisen, lives on the Thomas Clay farm.

ley Berry Tichenor, who was a direct
descendant of and Priscilla
Alden, made famous in Lolfeﬂo"s

Courtship of Miles Standish.” A post
o&e was established at Thruston in

A motorist through Thruston
today will find two churches, a conve-

Gary Emord-Netzley, Messenger-Inquirer
Top: This is the Vairin Home, named for Justus Vairin, a bodyguard to Napoleon Bona-
parte and now known locally as the Spend A Buck Farm. The house is owned by Owen
Lawson.

Bottom: The Throckmorton home, now owned by Si Deane, was built in 1840 by the
Mayo family. Colin Throckmorton moved there in 1855. U.S. Senator Wendell Ford lived
there as a boy in the 1930s and 1940s and attended Thruston School.

nience store, a hardware store, a pizza
the a music business, Yellow Creek
ark an elementary school and the
Only a few

milel lmm downtown Thruston are Reid’s
Orchard and the new Summit Country Room

“The Club golf course and housing develop-
ment.

The little crossroads community
named after Sidney is
in the center of one of the fastest growing
areas of Daviess County.
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Editor’s note — Much of the biograph-
came from an article in the Daviess County
Historical Society Quarterly written by
Jerry 1;3’. a member of the Kentucky
the Owensboro-Daviess Coun-

tymljmu Iouhalouateuswe

m«l historical research on the
ton family of Daviess County. If you
have information or ions for our

community history series, call Glenn
Hodges at 926-0123 or 1-800-633-2008.



Some Homes of the Old River Road

"smscu WOODS,” the 150 y: -nld,home of Senator Thomas C.
Mctmrymsbomlnlslﬁn site. Hesmedinthel?nlmt':dsma

gopaand the sl et G ht ofthsphto. the ichn. mm.,‘,.:,;;. e o,

Beech Woods home of Thomas Clay McCreery (1816-1890).
From Owensboro Star, Owensboro, KY, 18 September 1968, p1
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Home of Thomas Clay McCreery (1816-1890).
From Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 28 September 1975, p7E.
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Home of Thomas Clay (1750-1824).
From Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 5 October 1975 p11A.

19



Home of Colin Shelton Throckmorton (1818-1878).
From Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 5 October 1975 p11A.
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Home of Colin Shelton Throckmorton (1818-1878).
From Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 14 February 1995, Community section p3.
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Home of Robert Triplett (1794-1853), Haphazard.
From Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 29 June 1975, p6C.

22



Home of Robert Triplett (1794-1853), Haphazard.
From Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 14 May 1989, p1F.
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Home of Juste Nicola Vairin (1795-1872), Spend A Buck farm.
From Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 6 July 1986 p1C.
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Home of Juste Nicola Vairin (1795-1872), Spend A Buck farm.
From Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 8 April 2009 p1A.
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Home of Juste Nicola Vairin (1795-1872).
From Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 20 July 1975, p5A.
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Some Residents of Old River Road

Burr Harrison Crutcher (1804-1902)

Joseph Hamilton Daveiss (1774-1811)
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George Helm Yeaman (1829-1908)
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