Black Kentucky Pioneers:

Rowan Family Reunion
By Jerry Long

HISTORY OF THE ROWAN FAMILY

Compiled By Thelma Newton Rochelle (1899-1985)
Daughter of Morris Newton & Annie Maria Rowan
August 18, 1946

In Ohio County, Kentucky, during the days of slavery there lived a Dr. John Rowan who
had a large plantation and owned many slaves. In 1825 a little Negro boy by the name of Henry
was born on this plantation. His parents were named Harry and Catherine Rowan as the slaves
usually took the name of their master.

Little Henry's father was shoemaker and when he grew to be a young man he was an ox
driver for his master. He had five brothers: Gates, Ed, Levi., Jim and Hiram who was often called
"Top". Annie Rowan Ben, the wife of Noel Bell, was his only sister. Henry, Levi, Jim and Ed
were soldiers in the Civil War.

About 1860 Henry Rowan married Mary Munt who had one son, Giles Richardson. The
following children were born to this union: Harry, Annie Maria, Louisa Catherine, Minnie, Julia,
Jim, Volley, Mollie,, Fannie, Arthur and Mattie.

Mary Munt Rowan was born in Virginia in 1826. Her parents were Maria and Giles
Munt. Giles Munt was a fun blooded Indian and was known as a free man. He was a shoemaker
by trade. Little Mary cane to Yellow Banks what is now called Owensboro, Kentucky, when she
was eleven years old in 1837 with her master, George Richardson and his family. Her features
were like those of her father. She was of a reddish brown color, high cheek bones and straight
black hair which reached to her waist. She was about five feet tall and weighed near 165 pounds.
She had two sisters, namely Kitty and Ellen Munt and one brother, Benton Preston, who was a
blacksmith. Benton Preston was proprietor of the Preston Hotel at Glasgow Junction, Kentucky,
near Mammoth Cave until his death.

New Hope Baptist Church of Pettit, Kentucky, was organized in the home of Henry and
Mary Rowan who were devout christians and had a desire to give their twelve children religious
training. The Rev. Barney Stone was the first pastor of the church.

A subscription school was also held at the home of Mary and Henry Rowan. Katie
Rowan, a neice, the daughter of Gates Rowan, was the school teacher. Annie Rowan Bell taught
school for a number of years in Ohio County.

In 1892 a bit of gloom cane into the life of Mary Rowan. It was this year that the supreme
master saw fit to call her husband, Henry Rowan, from earth to reward at the age of 67 years.
Shortly after his death during the same year she lost her eye sight. She was blind for sixteen
years. Having been a christian for many years and knowing how to lean and depend on the
Saviour, she did not let this affliction serve as a handicap or dampen her spirit. She spent the

1



most of her time singing the songs of Zion, praising the Lord and knitting. She knitted socks and
gloves and pieced quilts after she was blind.

She won a prize for knitting after she was blind from the Daviess County Fair which was
held in Owensboro, Ky.

In 1896 the children of Mary Rowan thought it would bring sunshine into their mother's
life by requesting all of her children and their families and as many relatives as possible to meet
at her home on a certain day and have dinner together. Thus, the outgrowth was the birth of the
Rowan Reunion which was held at Southerner [sic — should be Sutherland] Station in 1896. For
many years the Rowan Reunion was held at the School House in Pettit, Ky., and which time the
many relatives and friends assembled themselves together to discuss the lives of their ancestors
and become better acquainted with one another.

Aunt Mary Munt Rowan fell asleep the morning of June 8, 1908 at the home of her son
and daughter-in-law, Volley and Rhoda Rowan at 72 years of age. At her death she had 75
grandchildren. Henry Newton, the son of Morris and Annie Rowan Newton, has the distinction
of being the oldest grandchild.

Members of the Rowan Family continued to have the Reunion each summer even after
the passing of their mother. There was no fixed date for this great gathering until 1920; at which
time it was decided by the family to hold the Rowan Reunion the third Sunday in August of each
year and to notify as many of the relatives as possible to attend the historic affair.

Post Office Box 117
Drakesboro, Kentucky 42337
August 14,1988

"Good Morning", to all our beloved relatives of the Rowan and families.

We would like for this report to be filed with the permanent records of the Rowan
Reunion proceedings. Please read it each year so that our children and children's children will
remember a certain date in the year of our Lord, 2015. That date is only 27 years from 1988. God
willing, many of you here today will still be around.

An indestructible container was buried on the grounds of the Daviess County Public
Square in Owensboro, Kentucky in June, 1965. This event marked the Sesquicentennial of
Daviess County's beginning. It was 150 years old in 1965 and will be 200 years old in 2015. The
Rowan Reunion, organized in 1896, will be 119 years old in 2015.

This metal container, a vault of sorts, holds information about the County and its citizens.
At that time two histories were known to have been written about the remarkable Rowan
Reunion: Cousin Thelma Newton Rochelle's History and my history.

Copies of these documents, Cousin Geneva Kelly Mitchell's benediction "The
Unbreakable Chain™ and other memorabilia were sent to the committee in charge of the contents
of the container.

Let us hope that some dedicated writer in the family will continue the history of one of
the oldest, if not the oldest, family gatherings in Kentucky.

Let our slogan be:

‘We made this chain unbreakable;
We made this link unshakeable;
There is nothing else for us to do



But carry on and see it through!"
| sincerely regret that I cannot be with you today. Let us continue to love each other and
to cherish the memories of our sainted ancestors who established this precious organization.
May God be with all of us and may all of us be with God!

Cousin Leslie Shively Smith
(Grandmother Octavia Richardson Shively was Mary Rowan's first cousin)

August 15, 1991
To my beloved relatives of the Rowan and related families:

I would like for this message to be read at the 95th anniversary of the great Rowan
Reunion which began in the summer of 1986:

Documentary items of historical significance concerning the Rowan and related families
were among the interesting articles placed in a capsule which was buried on the grounds of the
Daviess County Public Square in Owensboro in June, 1965. This was a part of the local
observance of Daviess County's Sesquicentennial.

This indestructible container will be opened in June, 2015 which will mark the
Bicentennial of Daviess County, Kentucky.

Emphasize the importance of this date to your children and grandchildren so that some of
them will remember to be present at this historical ceremony.

Let us hope that the 117-year-old Rowan Reunion will still be intact as it has been since
1896.

Copies of this record of historical importance will be filed in the following libraries:
Filson Club of Louisville, Kentucky Building at Bowling Green, Kentucky Historical Society,
Frankfort ,Owensboro-Daviess County, and in the three libraries in Muhlenberg County, where it
will be preserved for posterity.

This gathering is unique because no family reunion nearly so old as ours has been
reported in this area.

Let's keep alive the memory of those who have toiled arduously throughout the years to
keep the flame of the Rowan Reunion aglow.

| may not get to attend this year's meeting but my thoughts will be with you wherever |
am.

Love and best wishes for all of you and for the ones you love and the ones who love you.

With affection,

Cousin Leslie Shively Smith

Drakesboro, Kentucky

Granddaughter of Octavia Shively, first cousin of Mary Munt Rowan

oooooooooo

The 125" Rowan Family Reunion was held in August 2020 (see Rowan Family prepares
for 125" reunion”, Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 12 August 2020 p1B).

oooooooooo



Notes on the Rowan Family by Jerry Long
Harry & Catharine Rowan of Ohio County, Kentucky were the parents of:

Henry Rowan, born ¢1837 Ohio County, KY; married Mary Munt / Mundt, c1860; died
1892, lived Daviess County, KY at death. (see below)

Ed Rowan, born 9 September 1841 Ohio County, KY. He was a Union Soldier during the
Civil War. He married c1866 to Louisa Richardson (born ¢1846 VA — died between 1884 &
1900 ). He is listed in the 1880 & 1900 censuses of Daviess County, KY. He was a farmer. Their
children included — Buckner, Ellen, Comia, Willie, Elvis, Maud and Jeanie.

Levi Rowan, born in June 1842 KY. He was a Union Soldier during the Civil War —
Company C of the 109" US Colored Infantry; he enlisted on 8 June 1864. He is listed in the
1870 census of Ohio County, KY and 1880 & 1900 censuses of Daviess County, KY. He
married Mary Fields, c1866; she was born 12 June 1846 Ohio County, KY & died 1 April 1918
Daviess County, KY, the 1900 census records she was the mother of 12 children 8 of whom were
then living. He was a farmer. Levi Rowan, of Pettit in Daviess County, KY wrote a final will on
1 February 1898 and it was recorded in Daviess County, KY on 18 October 1909. A death notice
in the Owensboro Messenger reported he died at Pettit on 19 August 1909 of paralysis of the
heart. He left his farm at Pettit (71 acres) and one share in Greenwood Cemetery in Owensboro,
KY to his wife, Mary. His wife, Mary, was buried at Pettit, in Daviess County, KY. Mary is
listed in the 1910 census of Daviess County and was reported to be the owner of a farm. Their
children included — Ella, Della, Alverta, Clayton, Lizzie, Lelia, Clemmie, Henry Stephen and
Frances Elizabeth.

James Rowan, ‘Jim’, born in October 1843 KY. He was a Union Soldier during the Civil
War. He served in Company C of the 109" US Colored Infantry; he field for a pension on 12
December 1887 and his widow, Georgiana Rowan field for his pension on 22 April 1909. He
married Ellen Rock (born October 1850 KY, 26 May 1869 Ohio County, KY. He is listed in the
1870 & 1880 censuses of Ohio County, KY and 1900 census of Daviess County, KY. In 1870 &
1880 he was living near Buford. He was a farmer. The 1900 census reported that his wife, was
the mother of 10 children, 5 of whom were then living. Their children included — Mary C., Zula,
Jacob Gratny, Hubbard, John, Crit, Annie and George. In 1870 listed in his home was a Lucy
Rowan, age 45, born KY. In the 1900 census Lucy Rowan, born 1824 North Carolina, is shown
to be the stepmother of James. Lucy was reported to be widowed, two children were born to her,
both of whom were then deceased. James Rowan married Mrs. Georgia Ann (Hite) Jackson, 3
September 1901 Daviess County, KY; Georgia Ann was born 7 February 1862 and died 4
September 1939; she was buried at the Bethlehem Baptist Church Cemetery, Utica, Daviess
County, KY. James died during 1900-1903. The Owensboro Inquirer of 29 January 1901 (p8)
reported that Georgia Ann Rowan was unable to qualify as the administratrix of the estate of the
late, James Rowan, deceased.

Gates Rowan — had a daughter, Katie



Hiram Rowan born 18 June 1849 Ohio County, KY. He is listed as living with his
brother, Henry Rowan, in the 1870 census of Ohio County, KY. He married Mollie Fields (born
15 March 1855 — Ohio County, KY — died after 1910 McLean County, KY), 11 February 1873
Ohio County, KY. He is listed in the 1880 census of Ohio County, KY, 1900, 1910 & 1920
censuses of McLean County, KY. He died 20 April 1924 McLean County, KY. His death
certificate listed that he was a son of Harry Rowan. He was a farmer and was buried Buck Creek
Cemetery, McLean County, KY. The 1900 census recorded that his wife was the mother of 12
children, two of whom were then deceased. Their children included — Oma, Barbara, Lizzie B.,
Sherman, Roger, Josephine, Mary, Bessie, Everett, Pearl and Top.

Annie Elizabeth Rowan born September 12 September 1852 Ohio County, KY. She
married Noah Bell (3 December 1855 Ohio County, KY — 25 April 1918 Evansville,
Vanderburgh County, IN, son of Harry & Harriet Bell), 1 March 1877 Daviess County, KY.
They are listed in the 1880 & 1900 censuses of Owensboro, Daviess County, KY and 1910
census of Evansville, Vanderburgh County, IN. They were parents of — Ulysses Simpson and
Luther W. Bell. Annie died 2 August 1927 Evansville, Vanderburgh County, IN. Her death
certificate gave her father’s name as Harry Rowan. She and her husband were buried Oak Hill
Cemetery, Evansville, IN.

Henry Rowan, son of Harry & Catharine, was born ¢1837 Ohio County, KY. The
“History of the Rowan Family”, written by Thelma Newton Rochelle (18 August 1946) suggests
that Henry Rowan had been a slave of Dr. John Rowan of Ohio County, KY, who owned many
slaves. The Rowan physician, of Ohio County, who owned many slaves was Dr. Alexander
Richard Rowan (1798-1878), a nephew of Judge John Rowan of Federal Hill fame (“My Old
Kentucky Home” of Bardstown, KY). In the 1840 census of Ohio County Alexander Rowan is
reported to have 4 slaves, his brothers, John (1807-1883) owned 1 slave and William Cooper
Rowan (1792-1879) owned 12. In the 1860 Federal Census Slave Schedule of Ohio County, KY
Alexander R. Rowan is reported to be the owner of 9 slaves and William C. Rowan of 13, both
owned males aged 22-23 that were the age of Henry Rowan (c1837-1892) in 1860.

Henry Rowan served as a corporal in the Union Army during the Civil War. He enlisted
in the 109" US Colored Infantry (company G) on 9 June 1864. He married Munt / Mundt, about
1860. According to the “History of the Rowan Family”, written by Thelma Newton Rochelle (18
August 1946) Mary Munt Rowan was the daughter of Maria & Giles Munt (he was an Indian)
and she was brought to Kentucky by her master, George Richardson, in 1837. She was born
c1837 in Virginia. Mary was reported as being born in Richmond, VA on the death certificate of
her daughter, Louisa Catherine Kelly (1865-1948). Mary had been a slave of George Richardson
(Richeson), and was brought to Kentucky by him. He was born 17 March 1789 Caroline County,
VA and died 2 March 1869 Ohio County, KY. He married Frances Thompson, 23 December
1827 Caroline County, VA. George Richardson, farmer, is listed in the 1850 & 1860 censuses of
Ohio County, KY. George moved to Kentucky between 1835-1840; by 1840 he was living in
Nelson County, KY. In Ohio County, KY George lived and was buried near Buford; a son,
Samuel J. Richeson (1835-1900) was buried at the Mt. Carmel Baptist Church Cemetery, at
Buford in Ohio County, KY.



Mary Munt had a son, Giles Richardson, who was born in 1853. Giles was may be a son
of their slave master, George Richardson. George had other children by his slaves; this practice
was very common in slavery days. George by his slave, Annie Richardson, had children —
Octavia Richardson (1828-1931, wife of Edmond Shively), Thomas Rock Richardson (born
c1839, married Hester L. Fields) & Lou Richardson (see article, “Black Kentucky Pioneers:
Smith, Leslie Shively (1908-1997)” (Internet wckyhistory-genealogy.org). Annie Richardson
about 1845-1852 married Levy Simmons. Several of the members of the family of Annie
(Richardson) Simmons were reportedly buried at the George Richardson family cemetery near
Buford in Ohio County, KY and at the Pleasant Point Baptist Church Cemetery, Pleasant Ridge,
Daviess County, KY.

Henry & Mary Rowan are listed in the 1870 census of Ohio County, KY and 1880 census
of Daviess County, KY:

Ohio County, KY 1870 Federal Census, Bell’s District, post office Buford, p329B:

Rowan, Henry Black 33 farmer KY
Mary Black 32 VA
Harry B. Black 10 KY
Ann M. Black 8 KY
Louisa C. Black 6 KY
Minnie Black 3 KY
Julia Black 1 KY
Richardson, Jiles Black 17 works on farm KY
Turner, Mariah Black 58 VA
Rowan, Hiram Black 20 KY
Daviess County, KY 1880 Federal Census, Lower Town Precinct, p266A:
Rowan, Henry Black 43 head farmer Ky-Ky-Ky
Mary Black 42 wife keeping house Ky-Ky-Ky
Giles Black 25 son  works on farm Ky-Ky-Ky
Harry Black 18 son  works on farm Ky-Ky-Ky
Annie Black 16 dau. Ky-Ky-Ky
Lou Black 15 dau. Ky-Ky-Ky
Minnie Black 13 dau. Ky-Ky-Ky
Julia Rowan Black 11 dau. Ky-Ky-Ky
Volley Black 9 dau. [was ason] Ky-Ky-Ky
Mollie Black 8 dau. Ky-Ky-Ky
Jimmie Black 7 son Ky-Ky-Ky
Fannie Black 4 dau. Ky-Ky-Ky
Author Black 9/12 son Ky-Ky-Ky

Henry Rowan died 1892, lived Daviess County, KY at death. In the 1900 census of
Daviess County, KY his widow, Mary (Munt) Rowan, was listed as living in the home of her
daughter, Louisa (Rowan) Kelly. Mary died on 8 June 1908 and was buried at the Bethlehem
Baptist Church Cemetery, near Utica, in Daviess County, KY.



Bethlehem Baptist Church Ceetery
Utica, Daviess County, KY

The following were children of Mary Munt and Henry Rowan:

Giles Richardson, son of Mary Munt, born 12 November 1853 Ohio County, KY;
married Ann Davidson, 1 May 1884 Daviess County, KY and Mrs. Rena Ballard Glover (27 July
1845 — 1 May 1923, buried Greenwood Cemetery, Owensboro, KY, Rena married 1% Henry
Glover), ¢1902; Giles died 10 August 1916 Daviess County, KY. His children included — Roy,
Carrie, Broadie, Percey, Levy and Iris E.
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Harry B. Rowan, born 10 November 1860 KY'; married Amelia A Davidson (May 1868-
after 1901), 22 December 1885 Daviess County, KY and Mrs. Martha (Davis) Negley, 20
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December 1939; he died 12 February 1949 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY and was buried
Mater Dolorosa (Catholic) Cemetery, Owensboro, KY.

Owensboro Messenger, Sunday, 13 February 1949 p4B:

Negro Deaths

Harry‘ Rowan

Harry Rowan, 88, died at the
home of his daughter, Mary Edna
Ford, 2401 West Eighth street, at
11:55 a. m. Saturday.

Surviving are the daughter, five
sons, Charles and William Rowan,
Kokomo, Ind., Tom Rowan, Louis-
ville, George and Henry Rowan,
Owensboro, four sisters, Minnie
Folks, Julia Hayden, Mollie Jones,
Owensboro, Fannie Sutherland,
Pettit, one brother, James Rowan,
Pleasant Ridge, and six grand-
children.

Funeral services will be at 2
p. m. Monday in Elm Street Meth-
odist church, the Rev. J. P. Dent-
ham will officiate, with burial in
the Catholic cemetery.

Annie Maria Rowan, born 4 October 1863 Ohio County, KY; married Morris Newton (9
September 1859 — 31 August 1923 Evansville, Vanderburgh County, IN, son of Morris Newton
& Angeline Hemmingway), 24 March 1881 Daviess County, KY; Annie died 18 March 1932
Evansville, Vanderburgh County, IN; she & her husband were buried Oak Hill Cemetery,
Evansville, IN. They were parents of — Henry, Josephine B., Walter, Arthur, Preston Antonio,
Morris, Beulah A., Arquilla and Thelma M.
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Louise Catherine Rowan, born 1 February 1865 Ohio County, KY; married Benjamin
Newton (c1852 — after 1881, son of Morris Newton), 27 January 1881 Daviess County, KY and
Henry Kelly (16 August 1863 — 6 July 1948, son of Robert & Jane Kelly), 31 March 1888
Daviess County, KY; Louise died 15 December 1948 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY; she &
her husband, Henry Kelly, were buried Greenwood Cemetery, Owensboro, KY.

Owenshoro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Wednesday, 15 December 1948 p9:

Negro Deaths

Louise Catherine Kelly

Louise Catherine Kelly died at
her home, 2421 West Short Ninth
street, at 5:30 a. m. Wednesday
after an illness of several weeks.
Born in Daviess county, she had
lived in Owensboro for a number of
years. She was a member of the
Zion Baptist church.

Surviving are three daughters,
Rose Russell, Ada Winstead, and
Geneva Bennett, Owensboro; five
sons, Robert, Willie Dean, Owens-
boro, Horace and Henry, Chicago,
Ill,, and Hiram, Evansville, Ind.;
three sisters, Minnie Foulks, Julia
Hayden and Fannie Sutherland,
and Mollie Jones; two brothers,
Harry and James Rowan, all of
Owensboro; 19 grandchildren and
21 great-grandchildren.

No funeral arrangements have
been made.

The body is at the Agnew and
Wheatley Funeral home.

Minnie Rowan, born 20 January 1867 Ohio County, KY; married Daniel Davidson (July
1867 — after 1900, son of Milton & Caroline Davidson), 18 April 1889 Daviess County, KY and
Peter Folks (c1877 — bet. 1920 & 1930), 1910; Minnie died 24 November 1953 Owensboro,
Daviess County, KY; buried Greenwood Cemetery, Owensboro, KY. She and Daniel Davidson
were the parents of — Martha H., Mary H., Ruth & Ellen Gertrude.

Owensboro-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Wednesday, 25 November 1953 p14:

Minnie Rowans Folks

Minnie Rowan Folks, 86, died at
11:40 p. m, Tuesday in her home
at 2227 W, Short 9th St

Mrs. Folks had served as church
mother in the Zion Baptist Church
and Missionary Society.

She is survived by one daughter,
Gertrude Bell, and one son, Lou
Taylor Bell, both of Owensboro.
Other survivors include two sisters,
Mrs. Julie Hayden and Mrs. Mollie
Jones, also of Owensboro; one
brother, James Rowan of Pleasant
Rigge, Ky., 12 grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren,

Funeral services will be held at
2 p. m, Friday at the Zion Baptist
Church, with the Rev. F. A. Smith,
pastor, officiating. Burial will be
in the Greenwood Cemetery,

The body is at the Haynes Fu-
neral Home.




Julia Rowan, born 14 December 1869 Ohio County, KY; married James Madison Hayden
(29 November 1867 Lebanon, Marion County, KY — 27 September 1955 Owensboro, Daviess
County, KY, son of J. Reason “Reese” Hayden & Mary Ann), 14 February 1888 Daviess
County, KY; Julia died 10 January 1962 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY; she and her husband
were buried Mater Dolorosa (Catholic) Cemetery, Owensboro, KY. They were parents of —
Aurelia Dee, Rosie V., Roy B., James Wilbert Garfield, Lonnie Lee, Mary M., Charles Aaron,
Thomas Marion, Louise A., John Grover C. and Estle T. Arthur.

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Wednesday, 10 January 1962 p2A:

® Negro Deaths

MRS. JULIA HAYDEN

Mrs. Julia Hayden, 93, died at
7:30 a.m. Wednesday at her home,
2424 Short W. 9th St., following a
long illness.

Born in Ohio County, Dec. 14,
1869, she had lived in Owensboro
most of her life and was a mem-
ber of the Precious Blood Catholic
Church.

Surviving are three daughters,
Mrs. Rosie Talbott, Mrs. Pearl
Moorman, both of Owensboro,
and Mrs. Louise Shauntee of Cin-
cinnati; eight sons, Dee J., Roy
B., Wilbert, Tommie Lee, Estelle
and Johnnie Hayden, all of Ow-
enshoro, Arian and Marian Hay-
slen, both of Denver, and 46
grandchildren.

The body is at the Griffith
Funeral Home.

I received the following record of the Hayden family from
Mrs. Jewell Brown, 2418 West 7th Street, Owensboro, KY
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Volley Rowan, born 21 June 1870 Ohio County, KY; married Rhonda (‘Rodie’)
Sutherland (25 April 1868 — 15 May 1950, daughter of Charles Sutherland & Charlotte Willis),
25 April 1901 Pettit, Daviess County, KY; Volley died 23 August 1936 Sutherland, Daviess
County, KY; he & his wife, Rodie, were buried Bethlehem Baptist Church Cemetery, Utica,
Daviess County, KY.

Owenshoro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 23 August 1936 p2:

NEGRO DIES

Volly Rowan, 66, well known ne-
gro farmer of the Sutherland sec-
tion, died at 5 p.m. Saturday. The
funeral will be conducted at 2 p.m.
Monday at New Hope Baptist
church on the Livermore road, near
Petit. His nephews will be pall-
bearers.

Mollie Rowan, born 30 September 1872 Ohio County, KY; married William Lindsey
Jones (4 July 1876 — 5 October 1950, buried Greenwood Cemetery, Owensboro, KY, son of
Charles & Kittie Ann Jones), 29 June 1898 Daviess County, KY'; Mollie died 19 November 1959
Owensboro, Daviess County, KY and was buried EImwood Cemetery, Owensboro, KY. They
were parents of — Nettie, Nannie Beatrice, Authur, Hardin, Fannie, Lossie, Wilbur, Juanita,
Pauline, Charles and Bernard.

Messenger-Inguirer, Owenshoro, KY, Friday, 20 November 1959 p6B:
‘Mrs. Nettie McKnight, Mrs. Loss-

® Negro Deoths ?ie Martin, Mrs. Fannie Jones and

Mrs, Juanita Humphrey, all of
MRS. MOLLIE JONES Owensboro; Mrs., Pauline King,
Mrs. Mollie Jones, 87, died in

her hosse. 1916 W, Sty &t early| ometend, N. Y., Mes. Wie

Thursday. Fields, Chicago, Ill.; four sons,
Born in Ohio County, Sept. 30, Arthur, Hardin, Charles and Wil-

1872, she had lived in Owensboro bur Jones, all of Owensboro; 21

most of her life. She was a mem- grandchildren; 10 great-grandchil-

ber of New Hope Baptist Church dren; one great-grandchild.

at Pettit, The body is at the Haynes Fu-
Surviving are six daughters, neral Home.

James Rowan, born 27 April 1874 Ohio County, KY; married Agnes Haskins (7 March
1886 — 28 February, 1938, buried Greenwood Cemetery, Owensboro, KY, daughter of Otha
Haskins & Georgia Crow), 28 July 1898 Daviess County, KY and Julia Talbott Shively (9
October 1867 — 10 June 1951, daughter of Frank Talbott & Clarah Johnson) 1 November 1939
Daviess County, KY; Jim died 6 March 1961 Owensboro, KY, he & his wife, Julia, were buried
Pleasant Point Baptist Church Cemetery, Pleasant Ridge County, Daviess County, KY. James &
Agnes were parents of — James Harvey, Allie, Guy & Georgia.

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Tuesday, 7 March 1961 p14:
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® Negro Deaths

;JIM ROWAN

Jim Rowan, 87, of 1208 W. 5th
St,, died at 12:25 p.m. Monday
at Our Lady of Mercy Hospital
after an illness of three weeks.
He was a retired farmer. Born
in Ohio County, he had lived in
Daviess County for seven years.
He was a member and deacon of
the New Hope Baptist Church.

Surviving are one son, Ollie
Rowan, Owensboro; one daughter,
Mrs. Georgia Williams, Owens-
boro; one sister, Mrs, Julia Hay-
den, Owensboro; four grandchil-
dren; one great-grandchild.

The body is at the Griffith Fu-
neral Home. :'

Fannie Rowan, born 5 July 1876 Ohio County, KY; married Spencer Sutherland (15
January 1882 — 15 June 1942, buried Bethlehem Baptist Church Cemetery, Utica, Daviess
County, KY, son of Charles Sutherland & Charlotte Willis) 27 April 1904 Owensboro, Daviess
County, KY; Fannie died 26 May 1953 Owensboro, KY; buried Greenwood Cemetery,
Owensboro, Daviess County, KY. They were parents of — Suelottie M., James V. & Luetheada.

Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Wednesday, 27 May 1953 p6A:

Negro Deaths

Fannie Sutherland

Fannie Sutherland, 65, Pettit, died
in the Owensboro-Daviess C o un-
ty Hospital, following an illness of
six days.

She was born in Ohio County,
July 5, 1887, but had lived in Ow-
ensboro and Daviess County most
of her life. She was a member of
the New Hope Baptist Church.

Surviving are one daughter, Lue-
theada Jackson, Owensboro, J. V.
Sutherland, of Pettit, granddaugh-
ter, three sisters, Minnie Folks,
Julie Hayden, Mollie Jones, and
one brother, Jim Rowan.

The body was removed to the
home of her son, J. V. Sutherland
in Pettit.

Arthur Rowan, born 1 September 1879 Daviess County, KY; married Maude Roach /
Grimes, 1 September 1909 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY; Arthur died 26 October 1930
Gary, Lake County, IN and was buried Oak Hill Memorial Park Cemetery, Gary, IN. Hey had a
son, James Arthur Rowan (1906-1996).
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Mattie Rowan, born 19 August 1882 Daviess County, KY; married Charles Lewis Jones
(1 September 1883 Daviess County, KY — April 1957 Chicago, Cook County, IL, son of Charles
& Kittie Jones), 11 February 1903 Pettit, Daviess County, KY; died 1910-1948.

The documents on the following two pages are about George Rowan of Daviess County,
KY (from Freedman’s Bureau Records, 1865-1878, Internet - Ancestry.com). George served in
the Union Army during the Civil War. He enlisted on 8 August 1864 as a private in the 118" US
Colored Infantry (company A.). He married Ann on 30 April 1856 by Benjamin Newton. He
died during 1864-1868. He and Ann had three children — Martha E. (born 15 May 1858), Aaron
S. (born 12 November 1860) and George A. (born 19 April 1864).
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Owenshboro Messenger, Owenshoro, KY, Thursday, 16 May 1901 p1:

C00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000¢

Remembers the

Author

Of *°O1d Kentucky Home.”

Bardstown., May 15.—One of the most
notable characters of Bardstown is
“Uncle Mack”™ Rowan, an aged colored
man who is very near the century
mark. “Uncle Mack™ was the property
of Judge John Rowan, a man of nation-
al distinction, and was born and reared
at “Federal Hill,"" near here.

He remembers Judge Rowan well,
and claims to have witnessed the duel
between the latter and Dr. Chambers.
He was also present when the duel he-
tween John Rowan. Jr., and Hon. Tom
Marshall was fought, and assisted in
carryving Marshall from the field, after
he was shot in the nip by young Row-
an. He has a distinct remembrance of
Henry Clay as a visitor to “Federal
Hill,” and can give a very good de-
scription of the “Great Commoner,” as

, he appeared at that time. Among oin-
‘er celebrities who visited the Rowan
homestead, and whom “Uncle Mark”
remembers, were Stephen Collins Fos-
ter and his sister. The former com-
posed and wrote the famous song, “My
Old Kentucky Home,” while a guest at
“Federal Hill.”

“Uncle Mack™ was a tirusted servant:
and, although he was seriously handi-
capped by deformed feet. he was ac-
tive and performed his duties satis-
factorily. For years he earned a living
a8 a shoe cobbler, and notwithstanding
his gvreat age and failing evesight he
was, until a short time ago. quite an
expert at his trade. In politics “Uncle
Mack” is an uncompromisinrg Demo-
crat, and has alwayvs given his warm
support to the nominees of his party.
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