
1 
 

Rice Cemetery 
Hancock County, KY 

 

 

By Jerry Long 
 

 

About four miles south of Hawesville, KY turn east off of Highway 69 onto the Coal 

Bank Hollow Road. Turn at first lane on right (south), at forks in lane turn left, leads to former 

home of Kenneth Chester Rice (1909-1996). Cemetery is on Mr. Rice's farm about 100 feet 

southeast of his barn, in edge of woods along a new cut road. Mr. Rice’s grandparents, Jesse L. 

Rice (1845-1922) & Mary Jane Freels and great-grandparent’s, Jesse Rice (1810-1898) & 

Charity Hale are buried in the cemetery. Mr. Rice’s home is on the site of the former home of his 

great-grandparent’s, Jesse & Charity (Hale) Rice.  
 

 
Rice Cemetery is outlined in red 

 

A transcription of inscriptions on monuments was made on 12 August 1986 by Jerry 

Long. Counted ten other graves marked by fieldstones. Information in parenthesis is from 

monuments and information in brackets are annotations. 

 

Bruner, William R.  (s/o D. T. & Catherine)  6  Jul  1859  22 Dec 1888 
 [William Rice Bruner; s/o Davis Thomas Bruner & Catharine Rice] 

 

Densford, W. W.     18 Sep 1817  26 Sep 1865 

Urith  (w/o W. W.)    18 May1822  22 Jan  1895 
[Urith Stewart; w/o Washington W. Densford] 
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Lyons, Manerva A.  (d/o W. H. & R. A.)  6  Nov  1886  1  Jul  1888 
 [d/o William Hale Lyons & Rachel Ann Clark] 

 

Lyons, Robert A.  (s/o W. H. & R. A.)  2  Jul  1880  2  Oct  1899 
 [Robert Amos Lyons; s/o William Hale Lyons & Rachel Ann Clark] 

 Rachel A.  (w/o W. H.)   3  Jul  1851  5 May  1900 
 [Rachel Ann Clark; w/o William Hale Lyons; d/o Francis Clark & Laura Ann Price] 

 

Lyons, Virginia J.  (d/o W. H. & R. A.)  11 Nov 1883  29 Nov 1883 

Sarah E.  (d/o W. H. & R. A.)   18  Jul  1885  31  Jul  1885 
[c/o William Hale Lyons & Rachel Ann Clark] 

 

Nichols, Nannie  (w/o J. D.)    5  Aug  1875  13 Feb 1899 
 [Nannie Bruner; w/o Joseph David Nichols; d/o Zachary Taylor Bruner & Isabella Brown] 

 

Rice, Almeda J.  (d/o J. H. & N. B.)   5  Aug  1870  5  Dec  1870 
 [d/o John Hale Rice & Nancy B. Bruner] 

 

Rice, Andrew L.     15 Mar 1820  9  Mar 1904 
 [h/o Mariah Susan Hale; s/o Jesse Rice & Marata] 

 

Rice, Anna B.  (d/o J. H. & N. B.)   17 Dec 1875  20 Dec 1875 
 [d/o John Hale Rice & Nancy B. Bruner] 

 

Rice, Benjamin M.     10 Feb 1848  11  Jul  1906 
 [Benjamin Maratta Rice, spelling from family bible, s/o Jesse Rice & Charity Hale] 

 

Rice, Carrie   (d/o R. F. & Maggie)   10 Nov 1899  7  Nov  1903 
 [d/o Robert Forest Rice & Margaret Core Bruner] 

 

Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 15 November 1903 p12: 
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Rice, Carrie B.  (d/o M. C. & L. A.)   25 Nov 1880  17 Dec 1880 
 [Carrie Beatrice Rice, d/o Micajah C. Rice & Letticia Ann Chambers] 

 

Rice, Chariety (w/o Jesse; aged 74 yrs,11 ms,19 ds) 19 Apr 1813  9  Apr  1888 
 [Charity Hale; w/o Jesse Rice; d/o William Hale & Catharine Snider] 

 

Rice, Cordelia T.  (d/o C. H. & A. H.)  16 Jun 1863  9  Jul  1863 
 [d/o Charles H. Rice & Amanda H. Miller] 

 

Rice, Delbert B. (s/o J. B. M. & M. E.; aged 1 yr, 6 ms, 12 ds)  29 Aug 1873 
  [s/o James Biggard Maitland Rice & Mary Elizabeth Densford]  
 

Rice, Edmonie   (w/o W. H.)    19 Jun 1870  22 Apr 1900 
 [Edmonia Rice; w/o William H. Rice; d/o Sylvester M. Rice & Susan Lyons] 

 

Rice, Edwin E.   (c/o Eldred & Emma)  7  Nov  1882  11  Jul  1887 

Floria L.  (c/o Eldred & Emma)  26 Nov 1885  23 Aug 1887 
[c/o Isaac Eldred Rice & Emma Jane Densford] 

 

Rice, Eldred      14 Oct  1852  23  Jul  1895 
 [Isaac Eldred Rice, h/o Emma Jane Densford; s/o Jesse Rice & Charity Hale] 

 

Rice, Eli H. (s/o J. H. & N. B.)   born & died  4  Mar  1868 
 [s/o John Hale Rice & Nancy B. Bruner] 

 

Rice, Elizabeth  (aged 72 yrs, 10 ms, 9 ds)  17 Mar 1839  26 Jan  1912 
 [d/o Jesse Rice & Charity Hale] 

 

Rice, Garrah J. (d/o J. B. M. & M. E.)  5  Aug  1881  27 Mar 1884 
 [d/o James Biggard Maitland Rice & Mary Elizabeth Densford]  
 

Rice, James T.  (s/o Jesse & Charity)   1 May 1850  11 Aug 1853 
 [James Taylor Rice, s/o Jesse Rice & Charity Hale] 

 
earliest death date found in the cemetery 
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Rice, James W.     3  Mar  1814  9  Oct  1882 
 [h/o Frances Eveline Bruner; s/o Jesse Rice & Marata] 

Frances Eveline  (w/o J. W.;   d/o  25 Dec 1815  8  Sep  1877 

J. T. Bruner; aged 61 yrs, 8 ms, 13 ds) 
[Frances Eveline Bruner; w/o James W. Rice; d/o John Thomas Bruner  

& Nancy Susan Young] 

 

Rice, Jesse, Sr.     8  Jan  1810  12 Apr 1898 
 [h/o Charity Hale; s/o Jesse Rice & Marata] 

 

Rice, Jesse L.       1845   1922 
 [Jesse D. Louis / Lewis Rice, son Jesse Rice & Charity Hale] 

Mary J.  (w/o J. L.)     1850   1938 
[Mary Jane Freels; w/o Jesse L. Rice; d/o Anderson Freels & Amy J. Whittinghill] 

 
Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Wednesday, 9 February 1938 p2: 

 
 

Rice, John T. (s/o S. M. & S.)   21 Nov 1847  19 Mar 1864 
 [John Taylor Rice, s/o Sylvester M. Rice & Susan Lyons] 

 

Rice, Mariah (w/o A. L.)    20 Nov 1822  28 Feb 1869 
 [Mariah Susan Hale; w/o Andrew L. Rice; d/o William Hale & Catharine Snider] 

 

Rice, S. M.      12 Jun  1822  6  Jun  1876 
 [Sylvester M. Rice; h/o Susan Lyons; s/o Jesse Rice & Marata] 

 

Rice, Susan   (w/o S. M.)    25 Aug 1825  6  Jan  1884 
 [Susan Lyons, w/o Sylvester M. Rice; d/o Paul Lyons & Sarah Newton] 

 

Rice, Sylvester M.     3  Jun  1860  26 Dec 1896 
 [s/o Sylvester M. Rice & Susan Lyons] 

 

Rice, William H.   (s/o Jesse & Charity)  15 Feb 1832  27 Feb 1863 
 [William Henry Rice, s/o Jesse Rice & Charity Hale] 

 

Roberts, Timothy  (s/o John H. & Mariah R.) 21 Sep 1872  25 Oct 1872 
 [s/o John H. Roberts & Mariah Rebecca Lyons] 

 

Sloan, Louisa  (d/o D. W. & H.)   25 Feb 1879  8  Jul 1881 
 [d/o David W. Sloan & Harriet Shelton] 
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The following are buried here in unmarked graves: 

 

Bruner, Catharine        7  Nov  1833  22 Mar 1926 
 [w/o Davis Thomas Bruner; d/o Jesse Rice & Charity Hale] 

 

Bruner, Davis Thomas    13 Feb 1835  5  Feb  1911 
 [h/o Catharine Rice; s/o Peter B. Bruner & Hannah Davis] 

 

Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Tuesday, 7 February 1911 p8: 

 
 

Flake, Emma C.       23 Apr 1875  13 May 1925 
 [w/o Walter Flake; d/o Davis Thomas Bruner & Catharine Rice] 

 
Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 15 May 1925 p2: 
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Flake, Walter      22 May 1873  10 Jan 1940 
[h/o Emma C. Bruner; s/o Charles Flake & Mary Eliza Johnson; Kenneth C.  

Rice (1909-1996) said he was the last person buried in the cemetery] 

 

Hancock Clarion, Hawesville, KY, Friday, 12 January 1940: 

 
 

Freels, "Miss" Sarah               c1797  4  Dec  1902 

 
Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Saturday, 6 December 1902 p7: 
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Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 20 January 1901 p4: 

 
 

Rice, Benjamin Forest               c1847  1900 - 1910 
 [h/o Mary E. Bruner; s/o John J. Rice & Emaline Moorman] 

 

Rice, Forest W.     1868 - 1900  1868 -  1900 
[infant s/o Jesse L. Rice & Mary Jane Freels]  

 

Rice, I. B.        1868 - 1900  1868 -  1900 
  [infant s/o Jesse L. Rice & Mary Jane Freels]  

 

Rice, Mary E.       27 Oct 1861            c1907 
 [w/o Benjamin Forest Rice; d/o Davis T. Bruner & Catharine Rice]  

 

Rice, Sarah          c1833  3  Nov  1910 
[w/o Jesse Rice; d/o Martin & Margaret Young] 

 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 6 November 1910 p1B: 
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Another Rice Cemetery 

 

 In Hancock County there is a second Rice Cemetery that has been on Findagrave.com 

mistakenly combined with the Rice Cemetery listed above. It is on the farm of Dennis Wheatley 

off of the west side of the Hawesville – Pellville Road. Buried here are: 

 

Rice, John T.      14 Jul 1835  3  Sep  1913 
 [John Thomas Rice; s/o James W. Rice & Frances Eveline Bruner] 

 Mary S.  (w/o John T.)   3 Aug 1837  25 Nov 1906 
 [Mary Susan Harrison; w/o John Thomas Rice; d/o John G. Harrison & Nanch Shadwick] 

 

Rice, J. A.      28 Dec 1856  10 Dec 1944  
 [James Albert Rice; s/o John Thomas Rice & Mary Susan Harrison] 

 Margaret  (w/o J. A.)    24 Oct 1862  21 Mar 1928 
 [Margaret Jane Tharp; w/o James Albert Rice; d/o John Tharp & Marinda Cambron] 

 

Rice, Evert  (s/o James A. & Maggie)  25 Nov 1891  27 Jul 1922 
 [s/o James Albert Rice & Margaret Jane Tharp] 

………. 

 

Rice Family of Hancock County, KY 

 

 Four brothers were buried and have monuments in the Rice Cemetery – Jesse Rice (1810-

1898), James W. Rice (1814-1904), Andrew L. Rice (1820-1904) and Sylvester M. Rice (1822-

1876). Two other brothers, Benjamin M. Rice (1800-1991) and John J. Rice (c1806-after 1880) 

also moved to Hancock County. Benjamin is buried less than a mile away in the Nichols 

Cemetery. It is not known were John J. Rice is buried. The six brothers were sons of Jesse Rice, 

Sr. & Marata / Maratta / (there are several reported spellings of her name – I believe this is her 

surname). Jesse, Sr. was born c1775. He is listed in the 1800 & 1810 censuses of Greene County, 

Pennsylvania, 1820, 1830 & 1840 censuses of Mason County, Virginia. The area where he 

resided became Mason County, West Virginia in 1863. He died 1846-1850 Mason County, VA 

and was buried Rice Cemetery, at Point Pleasant, Mason County, WV. His wife died 1822-1824. 

He married 2
nd

 Sarah Katherine Gardner, 23 November 1828 Mason County, VA; she was born 

16 October 1805 and died after 1850. Sarah is listed in the 1850 census of Mason County, VA; 

with her are seven children of Jesse & Sarah – George Wolfe (1831-1919, married Leanor 

Elizabeth Hardwick),  Mariah (1833-1919, married John N. D. Spencer), Vincent David (1835-

1921, married Jemima C. Lee & Almedia Chatlin), William Thomas (1837-1926, married Ellen 

O. Lee), Enos (1839- ), Harrison (1844-1938, married Mary Jane Hardwick) and Richard (1845-

1866). Jesse Rice, Sr. & Marata are reported to have had three daughters – Mary, Catherine & 

Elizabeth; one of their daughters married a Smith and died in Gallia County, OH in 1832. 

 

 The first of the Rice brothers to appear in the records of Hancock County, KY were Jesse 

& John, who appear in the 1831 tax list of the county. In the 1840 census of Hancock County 

Jesse & John are listed; in their households were listed two older males who are probably two of 

the other four brothers that came to the county. 
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 Benjamin M. Rice, son of Jesse Rice, Sr. & Marata, was born 11 December 1800 PA. He 

is listed in the 1830 & 1840 census of Gallia County, Ohio, 1850, 1860, 1870 & 1880 censuses 

of Hancock County, KY. He married Eliza Rogers, 1820-1827. She was born 17 March 1801 PA 

and died 19 May 1881. Martin V. Rice, son of Benjamin & Eliza, is reported to have been born 

in Gallia County, Ohio on his 1859 marriage record (in KY 1852-1861 Vital Statistics). 

Benjamin did not marry Elizabeth Climer in Wilson County, TN in 1819; this is an entirely 

different couple.  The death certificate of Mary Jane Nichols (1827-1911), daughter of Benjamin 

& Eliza, gives her mother’s name as Eliza Rogers. 

 

Benjamin M. Rice died 3 February 1881 Hancock County, KY. He and Eliza were buried 

Nichols Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. A circuit court suit of his heirs was filed in Hancock 

County on 18 October 1881 requesting a division of 190 acres owned by Benjamin Rice, 

deceased (box 89, bundle 181, file #1672). The suit names 8 children – 1. Mary Jane wife of 

Edmond S. Nichols; 2. Thomas F. Rice; 3. Jesse Rice, deceased (his heirs, widow Sallie, and 

children, Mary Margaret wife of Henderson Johnson, Jane wife of Robert McCleary, Rosa Rice, 

William Henry Rice & Benjamin Forrest Rice); 4. John Rice, deceased (his heirs James M. Rice, 

Laura wife of Francis M. Roach & Louisa wife of Jesse Fraser; 5. B. Wilson Rice; 6. Rachel 

Balis, deceased (her only heir George W. Balis); and 7. Henry H. Rice. 
 

 
 

Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Thursday, 12 July 1906 p5: 
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Children of Benjamin M. Rice & Eliza Rogers are: 

1. John Rice, born 1821-1825, married Martha Barton; died 1853-1860. His wife, Martha, 

and their three children, are listed in the home of Jonas & Elizabeth Barton in the 1860 

census of Gallia County, OH. Father of – Laura (c1850-after 1881, married Francis M. 

Roach), Louisa (1853-1912, married Jesse Frazier) & James M. (c1855-after 1881) 

2. Rachel Rice, born 1821-1825; married __ Balis; died 1840-1881 

3. Mary Jane Rice, born 4 May 1827 Ohio; married Edmond S. Nichols, 10 January 1850 

Hancock County, KY; died 20 February 1911 Hancock County, KY, buried Nichols 

Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. They had no children. 

 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 26 February 1911 p6: 

 
 

4. Thomas Franklin Rice, born c1829 Ohio; married Susan Corley, 13 February 1851 

Hancock County, KY; died c1889 Decatur, Macon County, IL. 

5. Jesse Rice, born 1834 Ohio; married Sarah Young, 8 January 1852 Hancock County, KY; 

Sarah was born c1833 Hancock County, KY & died 3 November 1910 Hancock County, 

KY; she was buried Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. Jesse Rice died 14 March 

1879 Hancock County, KY, buried near Maceo, Daviess County, KY. Their children 

were – Eliza Jane (1852-1883, married Robert McCleary), Mary Margaret (1855-1932, 

married Elijah Henderson Johnson), Davis (c1863-1870/1880), Rosa Anna (1860-1945, 

married Thomas G. Slaughter), William Henry (1865-1952, married Edmonia Rice), 

Benjamin Waverly (1869-1952, married Mary A. Bruiendauer) and Robert Forest (1874-

1948m married Margaret E. Bruner). 

6. Benjamin Wilson Rice, born c1835 Ohio; married Mary Ann Phillips, 29 March 1856 

Hancock County, KY; died after 1881. 

7. Henry H. Rice, born c1837 Ohio; married Sophronia Nichols, 22 October 1877 Hancock 

County, KY; died 24 June 1906 Henderson County, KY; buried Fernwood Cemetery, 

Henderson, Henderson County, KY. They were the parents of – Annie (c1879-1919, 

married Albert Nelson), Ernest J. (1881-1919, married Virgie Shoulet), Forrest B. (1883-

1912, single) & Carrie C. (1885-1914, married Harvey W. Jagers). 
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Henderson Gleaner, Henderson, KY, Friday, 29 June 1906: 

 
 

8. Martin Van Buren Rice, born 17 November 1839 Gallia County, OH; married Mary Ann 

Corley, 15 December 1859 Hancock County, KY and Susan C. Bradfield, 27 August 

1870 Ohio County, KY; died 1 August 1886 Ohio County, KY; buried Gilmore 

Cemetery, Wesley Chapel, Ohio County, KY. 
 

John J. Rice, son of Jesse Rice, Sr. & Marata, was born c1806 PA. He married Emaline 

Moorman, 14 February 1833 Hancock County, KY. The daughter of William Moorman & Mary 

Burkholder, Emaline was born 10 October 1815 VA. John & Emaline are listed in the 1840, 

1850, 1860 & 1880 censuses of Hancock County. It is known when they died. Their children 

were: 

1. Martha A. Rice, born 30 May 1837 Hancock County, KY; married John L. Brown, 17 

March 1859 Hancock County, KY and __ Dudgeon, 1880-1900. She died 8 February 

1913 Louisville, Jefferson County, KY and was buried Greenwood Cemetery, Tell City, 

Perry County, IN.  

 
Courier-Journal, Louisville, KY, Tuesday, 11 February 1913 p7: 

 
 

2. John Thomas Rice, born 24 January 1839 Hancock County, KY; married Malitia S. 

Bruner, 24 October 1860 Hancock County, KY; died 21 June 1908 and was buried 

Blackford Baptist Church, Hancock County, KY. 
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3. Rebecca Rice, born 1 March 1841 Hancock County, KY; married John H. Sapp, 10 

November 1863 Hancock County KY; she died 10 July 1902 Tell City, Perry County, IN 

and was buried Greenwood Cemetery, Tell City, IN. 

4. Andrew Lewis Rice, born 19 February 1843 Hancock County, KY; married Luvina Jane 

Bruner, 25 October 1865 Hancock County, KY; he died 9 November 1918 Hickman 

County, KY and was buried Clinton Cemetery, Clinton, Hickman County, KY. 

5. Louisiana Rice, born 29 April 1845 Hancock County, KY; married John Wesley Bruner, 

26 October 1865 Hancock County, KY; she died 25 November 1902 Hancock County, 

KY and was buried Blackford Baptist Church, Hancock County, KY. 

 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 28 November 1902 p5: 

 
 

6. Benjamin Forest Rice, born April 1847 Hancock County, KY; married Mary E. Bruner, 

14 June 1883 Hancock County, KY; he died 1900-1910 and was buried Blackford Baptist 

Church, Hancock County, KY. 

7. Emaline Watts Rice, ‘Emma’, born 22 February 1849 Hancock County, KY; married 

Isaac Leland Rice, 27 April 1873 Hancock County, KY and Daniel Fulkerson, 5 February 

1927 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY; she died 21 March 1935, Owensboro, KY and 

was buried Elmwood Cemetery, Owensboro, KY. 

 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Thursday, 21 March 1935 p12: 

 
 

8. James W. Rice, born 1851 Hancock County, KY; died 3 September 1852 Hancock 

County, KY. 

9. Charles P. Rice, born 26 July 1853 Hancock County, KY; died 25 December 1853 

Hancock County, KY. 

10. Marion J. Rice, born 19 June 1856 Hancock County, KY; married Malissa Jane Ray, 25 

December 1879 Hancock County, KY; he died 11 February 1922 Hancock County, KY 

and was buried Ray Cemetery, Hennen Hollow, Hancock County, KY. 
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Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 19 February 1922 p9: 

 
 

11. George Madison Rice, born 6 September 1858 Hancock County, KY; married Alice May 

Hagan, 8 November 1899 Hawesville, Hancock County, KY; he died 20 November 1917 

Daviess County, KY and was buried Gatewood Cemetery, Daviess County, KY. 

 

   Jesse Rice, son of Jesse Rice, Sr. & Marata, was born 8 January 1810 PA. He first 

appears in the Hancock County, KY tax lists in 1831; he was then 21. He is listed in the 1840, 

1850, 1860, 1870 and 1880 censuses of Hancock County, KY. He married Charity Hale, 10 

February 1831, Hancock County, KY. The daughter of William Hale & Catharine Snider, 

Charity was born 19 April 1813 VA. Jesse & Charity were among about 25 families who 

founded the Mt. Eden Baptist Church in 1870. Charity died 9 April 1888 and Jesse died 12 April 

1898; they were buried in the Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. 

 

 The Rice Cemetery in Hancock County is located on the farm of the late Kenneth Chester 

Rice (1909-1996); son of Eli David Rice (1869-1944) and grandson of Jesse Lewis Rice (1845-

1922). On 12 August 1986 I visited the home of Mr. Rice. Kenneth’s home is located on the spot 

where the home of his great-grandparents, Jesse & Charity Rice, was located; it was torn down 

during the 1920’s. Kenneth gave a large wall picture of Jesse & Charity to his first cousin, Mary 

Catherine Rice Raible (1915-2015), of Fairdale, KY; daughter of Retus Leslie Rice (1886-1952) 

& granddaughter of Jesse Lewis Rice (1845-1922). Kenneth Rice had the family bible of Jesse & 

Charity Rice. The bible had a copyright date of 1857 and it contained three pages of a family 

record. I transcribed the family record pages as: 

 
Marriages: 

 

Jesse Rice and Charity Hale were married on the 10
th
 of Feb. 1831 

 

Births: 

 

 Jesse Rice was born on the 8
th
 of January 1810 

 Charity Rice was born on the 19
th
 of April 1813 

 

Children’s Ages: 

 

 William H. Rice was born on the 15
th
 of February 1832 

 Catharine Rice was born on the 7
th
 of November 1833 

 David Rice was born on the 9
th
 of May 1837 

 Elizabeth Rice was born on the 17
th
 of March 1839 

 John H. Rice was born on the 1
st
 of February 1841 

 Thomas H. Rice was born on the 11
th
 of May 1843 

 Jesse Louis Rice was born on the 8
th
 of November 1845 

Benjamin Maratta Rice was born on the 10
th
 of February 1848 

James Taylor Rice was born on the 1
st
 of May 1850 
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Isaac Eldred Rice was pn the 14
th
 of Owensboro 1852 

Micajah Rice was born on the 23
rd

 of April 1856 

 

Deaths: 

 

James Taylor Rice departed this life on Thursday the 11
th
 of August 1853  

aged 3 yrs., 3 ms. & 10 dys. 

 William H. Rice departed this life on Friday the 27
th
 of February 1863 

  aged 31 yrs. & 12 dys. 

 Charity Rice departed this life on April 9
th
, 1888 

  aged 74 yrs., 11 ms., 20 dys. 

 Jesse Rice, Sr. departed this life on April the 12
th
, 1898 

  aged 88 yrs., 3 ms., 4 dys. 

 Benjamin M. Rice departed this life on July 11
th
, 1906 

  aged 58 yrs., 5 ms., 1 day 

 Elizabeth Rice departed this life on January 26, 1912 

  aged 72 yrs., 9 ms., 9 dys. 

 David Rice departed this life on March 19
th
, 1912 

  aged 74 yrs., 8 ms., 10 dys. 

 Jesse Louis Rice departed this life on the 23
rd

 day of January 1922 

  aged 76 yrs, 2 ms., 15 dys. 

 

  

 
 

Gravestone’s of Jesse Rice (1810-1898) & Charity Hale (1813-1888) 
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          Jesse Rice (1810-1898)              Charity (Hale) Rice (1813-1888) 

 

Children of Jesse Rice and Charity Hale were: 

1. William Henry Rice, born 15 February 1832 Hancock County, KY; died single 27 

February 1863; buried Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. 

2. Catherine Rice, born 7 November 1833 Hancock County, KY; married Davis Thomas 

Bruner, 4 September 1856 Hancock County, KY. Davis was the son of Peter B. Bruner & 

Hannah Davis; he was born 13 February 1835 Hancock County, KY and died 5 February 

1911 Hancock County, KY. Catherine died 22 March 1926 Hancock County, KY. She 

and her husband were buried Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY.  Their children – 

Jesse Peter (1857-1931, married Mary Ann Nichols & Sally M. Perry), William Rice 

(1859-1888), Mary E. (1861-c1907, married Benjamin Forest Rice), Charles T. (1864-

1943, married Mary Ann Egan), Nancy Elizabeth (1866-1921, married James Curt 

Thomas), Albert Theodore (1869-1942, married Mellie Crossley & Mary L. Board 

Stadler), Eldred Henry (1872-1953, married Katie Laura Hicks), Emma C. (1875-1925, 

married Walter Flake) and Margaret C. (1878-1944, married Robert Forrest Rice). 

 
Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Wednesday, 24 March 1926 p2: 

 



16 
 

 
Catherine Rice (1833-1926), husband Davis Thomas Bruner  

& son, Albert Theodore Bruner (1869-1942) 

 

3. Charles H. Rice, born 18 August 1835 Hancock County, KY; married Amanda H. Miller, 

1 April 1862 Hancock County, KY.  Amanda, the daughter of John Miller & Nancy 

Elizabeth Dewit, was born 18 May 1847 Hart County, KY and died 24 October 1927 

Evansville, Vanderburgh County, IN, she was buried Fernwood Cemetery, Henderson, 

Henderson County, KY. The 1910 census reported she was the mother of 15 children, 10 

of whom were then deceased. Charles H. Rice died 26 December 1909. Their children –   

Cordelia T. (1863-1863), Charity D. (1864-1951, married Daniel Henry Galloway), 

Theresa (1866-1900, married Charles L. Keown), Janette Elvira (1867-1957, married 

James H. Cahall), Magdalene Florence (1870-c1896, married William A. Powers), Ruby 

(1872-1882), Micajah Arthur (1874-1952, married Florence M. Ely, Mattie Connell & 

Orilla Densner), Anna (1875-1876), Maude (1878-1915, married Harvey Douthitt), Shep 

(1880-before 1900), Clara (c1881-between 1904-1910, married Thomas Leroy Hubbard), 

Launia (1883-1973, married J. Thomas Gillians), Floyd R. (1888-1961, married Agnes 

M. McCain) and two others died infancy. 

 
Courier-Journal, Louisville, KY, Tuesday, 28 December 1909 p7: 

 
 

4. David Rice, born 9 May 1837 Hancock County, KY; died single 19 March 1912 

Missouri; buried Mount Pisgah Cemetery, Letona, White County, AR. 

 
Hancock Clarion, Hawesville, KY, Saturday, 30 March 1912: 
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David Rice (1837-1912) 

 

5. Elizabeth Rice, born 17 March 1839 Hancock County, KY; died single 26 January 1912 

Hancock County, KY and was buried Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. 

6. John Hale Rice, born 1 February 1841 Hancock County, KY; married Nancy B. Bruner, 

25 April 1866 Hancock County, KY. Nancy was the daughter of Peter B. Bruner & 

Hannah Davis; she was born 18 March 1848 Hancock County, KY and died 14 January 

1926. John H. Rice died 10 December 1923 Grayson County, KY. He & Nancy were 

buried Kefauver Cemetery, Grayson County, KY. Their children – Eli H. (1868-1868), 

Almeda J. (1870-1870), Walter Franklin (1872-1947, married Mattie Crawford & Cora 

Ellen Jackson), Elnora T. (1874-1886), Anna B. (1875-1875), Robert David (1879-1947, 

married Leah Catherine Jackson) and Hattie Elizabeth (1885-1911, single). 

7. Thomas Hayden Rice, born 11 May 1843 Hancock County, KY; married Elmina Jane 

Lyons, 12 November 1868 Hancock County, KY and Salina Vashti Wilson, November 

1878 Collin County, TX. Elmina, the daughter of Isaac Lyons & Agnes Hale, was born 4 

June 1850 Hancock County, KY; she & Thomas Rice were first cousins, they were 
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divorced during 1870-1874; she married George W. Hinger, 4 October 1874 Fayette 

County, IL; Elmina died 10 April 1921 Chicago, Cook County, IL and was buried 

Maplewood Cemetery, St. Elmo, Fayette County, IL. Thomas H. Rice’s wife, Salina, was 

the daughter of William Linville Wilson & Mary Wilhite, she born 15 May 1855 Collin 

County, TX & died 25 March 1933 Tulia, Swisher County, TX. Thomas died 16 April 

Tulia, Swisher County, TX; he and Salina were buried Rose Hill Cemetery, Tulia, 

Swisher County, TX. Thomas & Elmina had one child – Anna C. (c1871-after 1930, 

married Lewis Oliver St. Clair). Thomas & Salina were the parents of – Ernest Linville 

(1879-1938), John Isaac (1882-1958, married Emma Lee Dean), Lula Banks (1886-1934, 

married Joe Thomas Neal), Callie Ann (1886-1955, married Richard Cicero Godwin) & 

two other children died before 1900. 

 

 
Thomas Hayden Rice (1843-1912) & wife, Salina Vashti Wilson 

 

8. Jesse D. Louis Rice, name was spelled as ‘Louis’ in family bible, born 8 November 1845 

Hancock County, KY; married Mary Jane Freels, 23 April 1868 Hancock County, KY. 

Mary Jane, daughter of Anderson Freels & Amy J. Whittinghill; she was born 8 July 

1850 Hancock County, KY and died 7 February 1938 Ohio County, KY. Jesse L. Rice 

died 23 January 1922 Hancock County, KY; he & Mary Jane were buried in the Rice 

Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. They had 9 children – Eli David (1869-1944, married 

Mary E. Keown & Amy Etline Jackson), William Anderson (1871-1916, married Ella 

Chambers Stewart), Cicero Maitland (1875-1967, married Ione Baker), Lillie Ann (1878-

1970, married Myrtle Iman Floyd), Jesse L. (1884-1957, married Mayme Greenwell & 

Mary Kathryn Bettenbender), Leslie Retus (1887-1953, married Minnie Barbara Roth), 

Roy Elmer (1891-1915, married Flora A. Bruner), I. B. (son died young before 1900) & 

Forest W. (died young before 1900). 

 
Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Tuesday, 24 January 1922 p3: 
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Jesse Lewis Rice (1845-1922) & wife, Mary Jane Freels 

 

9. Benjamin Maratta Rice (spelling used in family bible), born 10 February 1848 Hancock 

County, KY; died single on 11 July 1906 Hancock County, KY and was buried Rice 

Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. 

 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, 12 July 1906 p5: 
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Benjamin Maratta Rice (1848-1906) 

 

10. James Taylor Rice, born 1 May 1850 Hancock County, KY; died 11 August 1853, fell off 

a fence rail fence and died from injuries; buried Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. 

His was the earliest death date found on the monuments in the Rice Cemetery. 

11. Isaac Eldred Rice, born 14 October 1852 Hancock County, KY; married Emma Jane 

Densford, 20 October 1878 Hancock County, KY. He died 23 July 1895 Hancock 

County, KY and was buried Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. Emma Jane was the 

daughter of Washington W. Densford & Urith Stewart; she was born 26 October 1862 

Hancock County, KY; she married Aimor Bruner Jackson, 7 January 1900 Hancock 

County, KY; Emma died 18 November 1938 Hawesville, Hancock County, KY and was 

buried Hawesville Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. Isaac & Emma had 8 children – 

Bertha Viola (1880-1961, married Leo Thomas Powers), Edwin E. (1882-1887), Arnold 

Eldred (1883-1944, married Mary Letita DeJarnette), Flora L. (1885-1887), Oscar 

Thomas (1887-1966, married Margaret Melvina DeJarnette), Floris Olivia (1889-1976, 

married Courtland Covington Powers), Robert Stewart (1890-1952, married Lula 

Catherine Nugent), & Jesse Durward (1892-1943, married Georgia A. Wiles). 

12. Micajah C. Rice, ‘Mack’, born 23 April 1856 Hancock County, KY; married Letticia 

Ann Chambers, 14 December 1879 Hancock County, KY; Letticia, daughter of George 

W. Chambers & Letticia Ann Williams, was born 18 April 1858 Hancock County, KY 

and died 19 December 1940 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY. Micajah died 16 May 

1927 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY; he and Letticia were buried Rose Hill Cemetery, 

Owensboro, KY. They had 6 children – Carrie Beatrice (1880-1880), Jesse Napoleon 

(1883-1978, married Mabel Ola Easley), Lois Frances (1885-1977, married Victor Hugo 

Travis), B’orh Elizabeth (1888-1987, single). Eugene Franklin (1896-1997, married Lula 

Clara Travis & Margaret Moreland) & Doris Vivian (1904-1996, married Clifton Ward 

Castine). 
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Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Tuesday, 17 May 1927 p2: 

 
 

 
Micajah C. Rice (1856-1927) & wife, Letticia Ann Chambers (1858-1940) 

 

James W. Rice, son of Jesse Rice, Sr. & Marata, born 3 March 1814 PA. He is listed in 

the 1850, 1860 & 1870 censuses of Hancock County, KY and 1880 census of Daviess County, 

KY. He married Frances Eveline Bruner, 12 October 1834 Hancock County, KY. The daughter 

of John Thomas Bruner & Nancy Susan Young, Frances was born 25 December 1814 

Breckinridge County, KY and died 8 September 1877. James W. died 9 October 1882; he & 

Frances were buried Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. A settlement of his estate recorded 

on 15 May 1885 in Hancock County listed his heirs as – Mary A. Hyde, George Rice, J. T. Rice, 

James S. Rice, Elnora & Louisa Kasser (guardian Fred Kasser of Elnora & Louisa), Frances wife 

of Robert Densford & Mollie wife of Mollie Adams. James W. & Frances were parents of: 

 

1. John Thomas Rice, born 14 July 1835 Hancock County, KY; married Mary Susan 

Harrison, 10 April 1856 Daviess County, KY; he died 3 September 1913 Hancock 

County, KY and was buried John T. Rice Cemetery, Hawesville-Pellville Road, Hancock 

County, KY. 
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Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 7 September 1913 p1B: 

 
 

2. Mary Ann Rice, born May 1838 Hancock County, KY; married William Allen Hyde, 16 

February 1856 Hancock County, KY; she died May 1903 Lake County, TN. 

3. George William Rice, born October 1839 Hancock County, KY; married Mary Margaret 

Swihart, 1 November 1860 Hancock County, KY; he died 20 February 1913 Daviess 

County, KY and was buried Yellow Creek Baptist Church, Thruston, Daviess County, 

KY. 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Thursday, 20 February 1913 p: 
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4. Susan Elizabeth Rice, born c1844 Hancock County, KY; married James W. Wine / 

Wyne, 2 November 1860 Hancock County, KY; she died 1870-1880. 

5. Emily J. Rice, the 1850 census records that she was born in the state of Ohio about 1847; 

died 1850-1860. 

6. James Sylvester Rice, born 12 October 1849 Hancock County, KY; married Martha E. 

Lynch, 1 December 1870 Hancock County, KY; he died 2 June 1937 Jackson, Jackson 

County, MI and was buried Woodland Cemetery, Jackson, MI. 

7. Caroline M. Rice, born 3 January 1853 Hancock County, KY; married Frederick Kasser, 

7 August 1872 Perry County, IN; she died 1880-1881. 

 

    Andrew Lewis Rice, son of Jesse Rice, Sr. & Marata, was born 15 March 1820 VA. He is 

listed in the 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880 & 1900 censuses of Hancock County, KY. He married 

Mariah Susan Hale, 15 December 1842 Hancock County, KY. Mariah, daughter of William Hale 

& Catharine Snider, was born 20 November 1822 Breckinridge County, KY; she was a sister of 

Charity, who married Andrew’s brother, Jesse. She died at the age of 46 on 28 February 1869. In 

1900 Andrew was living in the home of his daughter, Sudie Jackson. He died on 9 March 1904 

Hancock County, and was buried with his wife in the Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. 
 

 
 

Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 11 March 1904 p5: 
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Hancock Clarion, Hawesville, KY, 19 March 1904: 

 

 
 

 
Home of Andrew L. Rice (1820-1904) 

 

   On 7 November 1990 I copied the family bible of Andrew L. & Mariah (Hale) Rice. At 

that time it was in the possession of Merline (White) Dunleavy (1927-2003), of Owensboro, KY. 

She was the wife, of Clarence Curtis Dunleavy (1925-1995), who was the son of Clarence Minor 

Dunleavy (1884-1971), grandson of Samantha Jane Rice Dunleavy (1854-1921), and great-

grandson of Andrew L. Rice (1820-1904) & Maria Susan Hale. The bible was published by the 

American Bible Society of New York in 1856. In the bible there was a family record on five 

pages. I transcribed the record as follows:   
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A. L. Rice was born March 15
th
 1820, departed this life March 1904 

Mariah Rice was born November 20th 1822, departed this life February 28
th
 1869      

    being 46 years,3 months 8 days old, married December 15
th
 1842 

Charles Franklin Rice was born August 20
th
 1844 

William Washington Rice was born April 24
th
 1846 

Isaac Moratty Rice was born July 27
th
 1848 

 Jesse Lewis Rice was born June 17, 1851 

 Francis M. Rice was born March 26
th
 1853 

 Samantha Jane Rice was born October 5
th
 1854 

 Joseph Millard Rice was born October 14
th
 1856 

 Henry M. Rice was born October 29
th
 1858  

 Minor E. P. Rice was born June 20
th
 1861  

 Mariah Susan Rice was born February 11
th
 1863 

   

C. F. Rice died November 14
th
 1909 

Washington Rice departed this life November 23
rd

 1894 

Isaac Rice died June 29
th
 1904 

Frances M. Rice departed this life November 27
th
 1853 

Samantha Jane Dunleavy died Sept. 14, 1921 

Henry M. Rice departed this life June 24
th
 1920   

 Minor E. P. Rice died July 26, 1946 

  

 Loose sheet inserted in bible: 

Christopher Columbus Dunleavy was born July 1, 1854,  

married Samantha J. Rice March 21, 1883  

Clarence M. Dunleavy was born January 25
th
 1884 

 Larus M. Dunleavy was born November 26
th
 1885, died May 11, 1956 

Myrtle A. Dunleavy was born January 7, 1887 

Eulah Dunleavy was born September 10, 1890 

 

Children of Andrew L. Rice & Mariah Susan Hale were: 

1. Charles Franklin Rice, born 20 August 1844 Hancock County, KY; married Laura J. 

Sugg, 4 October 1876 Hancock County, KY. Laura, daughter of Joel Andrew Sugg & 

Nancy Harrison, was born in November 1858 NC and died 1 August 1950 Portland, 

Multnomah County, WA. Charles F. Rice died 13 November 1909 Spokane, Spokane 

County, Washington; he & Laura were buried Greenwood Memorial Terrace, Spokane, 

WA. They had 6 children – Ola Lillian (1878-1954, married Elbert James Dunphy), Nora 

S. (1881-1946, single), Everett Andrew (1884-1948, married Frances Wood Maphis), 

Carrie M. (1887-1968, married Alfred Emil Holt), Beulah Bell (1889-1967, single) & 

Addie Ella (1892-1981, single). 
 

The Spokesman Review, Spokane, WA, Monday, 15 November 1909, p14: 
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Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 24 December 1909 p6: 

 
 

2. William Washington Rice, born 24 April 1846 Hancock County, KY; married Minerva 

Ann Freels, 13 February 1868 Hancock County, KY; Minerva, daughter of Enoch Freels 

& Rebecca Moorman, was born 11 September 1843 KY and died 1 March 1932; William 

W. Rice died 23 Nov 1894; he and Minerva were buried Viola Cemetery, Barry County, 

MO; Minerva married (Judge) Horace E. Morrow, 24 March 1901 Barry County, MO. 

William & Minerva were the parents of 4 children – Effie Frances (1870-1936, married 

U. S. Grant McKee), Ollie B. (1878-1968, married David Martin Mulkey), Homer (1879-

1957, single) & Derward Henry (1881-1967, married Della Dane Aleda Schreiner). 

3. Isaac Marita / Moratty Rice, born 27 July 1848 Hancock County, KY; married Lucy C. 

Walker, 1865-1867; Lucy, daughter of John Green Walker & Harriet Ann Pate, was born 

9 July 1845 & died 7 February 1867; Isaac M. Rice married Sarah Elizabeth (Bettie) 

Walker, 20 February 1870 Hancock County, KY; Bettie, daughter of John Green Walker 

& Harriet Ann Pate, was born 7 March 1854 KY & died 25 August 1903 Owensboro, 

Daviess County, KY; Isaac M. Rice died 25 June 1904 Hancock County, KY, he & Bettie 

were buried Hawesville Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. Isaac & Bettie were parents of 

– Mozella Sophia (1871-1900, married Wheelock Whitehead Lamb), Cordelia (1874-

1944, married Winfield Scott Evans) & Arthur Green (1878-1906, single). 

 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Tuesday, 28 June 1904 p5: 

 
 

4. Jesse Deward Lewis Rice, born 17 June 1851 Hancock County, KY; married Louise 

Catherine Emrich, 30 November 1875 Hancock County, KY; Louisa, daughter of 

Johannes Adam Emrich & Elizabeth Schmidt, was born 20 September 1856 Hancock 

County, KY & died 16 April 1928 Hancock County, KY; Jesse Rice died 28 March 1923 

Hancock County, KY, he & Louisa were buried Blackford Baptist Church, Hancock 

County, KY. They had 5 children – Hilary Deward (1877-1928, married Rose Nevitt & 

Mrs. Sarah E. Jones), Oscar Chambers (1879-1952, married Fannie Ida Bruner), Herman 
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John (1882-1973, married Lelah Belle Hawkins), Larus Henry (1886-1967, married Ruth 

Rebecca Crosby & Bessie Lee Nugent Arnold) & Freddie (1892-1892). 
 

Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 30 March 1923 p6: 

 
 

5. Francis M. Rice, born 26 March 1853 Hancock County, KY & died 27 November 1853 

Hancock County, KY. 

6. Samantha Jane Rice, born 5 October 1854 Hancock County, KY; married Christopher 

Columbus Dunleavy, 21 March 1883 Hancock County, KY; Christopher Dunleavy, son 

of Owen Dunleavy & Ann Maher, born 1 July 1854 Cincinnati, Hamilton County, OH & 

died 17 March 1933 Hancock County, KY; Samantha died 14 September 1921 Hancock 

County, KY; she & her husband were buried Mt. Eden Baptist Church, Hancock County, 

KY. They had 4 children – Clarence Minor (1884-1971, married Clara Mae Gabbert), 

Laries M. (1885-1956, married Sarah Katherine Curry), Myrtle Ann (1889-1976, married 

Robert T. Powers) & Eulah Samantha (1891-1975, married Walter Raleigh Powers). 
 

      Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 18 September 1921 p4, Hawesville column: 
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Back row left to right – Clarence Minor Dunleavy (1884-1971), not 

identified, Minor E. P. Rice (1861-1946), Eulah Dunleavy Powers (1891-

1975), Walter Raleigh Powers (1876-1930), Sarah K. Curry Dunleavy 

(1892-1980), Laries M. Dunleavy (1885-1956). Front row left to right – 

Robert T. Powers (1878-1926), Robert is holding sons, Floran Stanley 

Powers (1910-1992) & Melvin W. Powers (1912-1996), Myrtle Ann 

Dunleavy Powers (1889-1976), Christopher Columbus Dunleavy (1854-

1933), Vivian Allen Powers Rice (1909-1997) and Samantha Jane Rice 

Dunleavy (1854-1921). Picture was made between 1914-1919. 

 

7. Joseph Millard Rice, born 14 October 1856 Hancock County, KY; married Mary Allie 

Strange, 5 October 1887 Texarkana, Miller County, AR; Allie, daughter of John W. 

Strange & Mary Darby, was born 1 March 1869 Texarkana, Miller County, AR & died 

14 January 1942 Great Falls, Cascade County, MT. Joseph M. Rice died 13 August 1942 

Great Falls, Cascade County, MT; he & Allie were buried Highland Cemetery, Great 

Falls, MT. They were parents of 3 children – Clara Lillian (1889-1966, married Everett 

Mallon & William A. Gomer), Lena Mae (1893-1984, married Henry Orbin Esterbrook) 

& Walter (1896-between 1920 & 1942). 

 
Great Falls Tribune, Great Falls, MT, Friday, 14 August 1942 p9: 

 
 

8. Henry M. Rice, born 29 October 1858 Hancock County, KY; married Gelania Ray, 26 

December 1886 Hancock County, KY; Gelania, daughter of Thomas L. Ray & Melissa 

Bailey, was born 28 February 1869 KY & died 30 June 1927 Owensboro, Daviess 

County, KY; Henry M. Rice died 24 June 1920 Hancock County, KY, he & Gelania were 

buried Hawesville Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. They had 2 children – Hubert (1887-

1950, married Isola Freeman) & Helen (1893-1942, married Harvey Logan McDaniel). 

 
Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Sunday, 27 June 1920 p2: 
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9. Minor E. P. Rice, born 20 June 1861 Hancock County, KY; named for Minor Earl Pate 

(1808-1875), a prominent resident of Patesville in Hancock County; Minor Rice married 

Liona B. Hinton, 17 January 1888 Daviess County, KY; Liona, daughter of John 

Crittenden Hinton & Nancy Ellen Evans, was born 30 May 1868 Daviess County, KY & 

died 17 April 1925 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY; Minor died 25 July 1946 Daviess 

County, KY, he & Liona were buried Karn’s Grove Baptist Church, Daviess County, KY. 

They were parents of 6 children – infant son (1888-1888), Alexander Minor (1891-1977, 

married Marguerite Lorena Blue), Ozro Ellen (son, 1893-1915, married Myrtle Margery 

Ijames), Hinton Napoleon (1899-1935, single), infant daughter (1905-1905) & Arvo R. 

(1907-1984, married Lillian May Perry & Lucy Beatrice Thomson). 

 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 26 July 1946 p7: 

 
 

10. Mariah Susan Rice, ‘Sudie’, born 11 February 1863 Hancock County, KY; married 

Joseph Allen Jackson, 23 December 1883 Hancock County, KY; Joe Jackson, son of 

Joseph Allen Jackson & Manerva Jones, was born 24 July 1858 Daviess County, KY & 

died 15 September 1924 Owensboro, Daviess County, KY; Sudie died 17 July 1941 

Owensboro, Daviess County, KY, she & her husband were buried Elmwood Cemetery, 

Owensboro, KY. They were parents of 7 children – Carlton (1887-1974, married Hattie 

Crabtree), Homer J. (1890-1932, married Rosa Edwards), Georgia Mae (1892-1991, 

married Rudolph Geisling, John A. Mahle & James Gilbert Bell), Roy (1895-1959, 

married Daisy Dean Guffy Haycraft), Nora Lee (1899-1980, married Herman E. Powers 

& Fred Guy Hall), Samuel Justus (1906-1968, married Margaret Ann Church) & another 

child born & died infancy between 1900-1910. 

 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 18 July 1941 p9: 
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Sylvester M. Rice, son of Jesse Rice, Sr. & Marata, born 12 Jun 1822 Ohio. He is listed 

in the 1850, 1860 & 1870 censuses of Hancock County, KY. He married Susan Lyons, 2 

December 1841 Breckinridge County, KY. Susan, daughter of Paul Lyons & Sarah Newton, was 

born 25 August 1825 KY and died 6 January 1884. Sylvester died 6 June 1876. He and Susan 

were buried Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY.  They were the parents of: 

1. Mary Ann Rice, born 21 February 1843 KY; married Robert Milton Trumbo; she died 25 

February 1905 Tell City, Perry County, IN and was buried Greenwood Cemetery, Tell 

City, IN. 

2. Sarah J. Rice, born c1846 KY; died after 1900; she reported to be single in the 1880 & 

1900 censuses. In 1900 she was living with her sister, Anna Ray, in Perry County, IN. 

3. John Taylor Rice, born 21 November 1847 and died 19 March 1864; buried Rice 

Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. 

4. James Biggard Maitland Rice, born 16 January 1850 Hancock County, KY; he was 

named for James B. Maitland, a teacher and Methodist minister, who is listed in the 1850 

Hancock County, KY census; James B. M. Rice married Mary Elizabeth Densford, 7 

March 1871 Hancock County, KY; he died 27 December 1915 Daviess County, KY and 

was buried Karn’s Grove Cemetery, Daviess County, KY. 

 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 31 December 1915 p5: 
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5. Isaac Leland Rice, born 15 March 1852 Hancock County, KY; married Emaline W. Rice, 

27 April 1873 Hancock County, KY; he died 8 June 1920 Daviess County, KY and was 

buried Elmwood Cemetery, Owensboro, Daviess County, KY. 

 
Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Wednesday, 9 June 1920 p6: 

 
 

6. William Riley Rice, born 24 September 1854 Hancock County, KY; married Sarah Jane 

Swihart, 7 March 1889 Hancock County, KY; he died 20 September 1901 Hancock 

County, KY and was buried Mt. Eden Baptist Church, Hancock County, KY. 

 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 27 September 1901 p3, Scythia column: 

 
 

7. Manerva Frances Rice, born 24 September 1854 Hancock County, KY; married Charles 

Thomas Densford, 3 October 1878 Hancock County, KY; she died 23 August 1920 

Owensboro, Daviess County, KY and was buried Karn’s Grove Cemetery, Daviess 

County, KY. 

 
Owensboro Inquirer, Owensboro, KY, Monday, 23 August 1920 p3: 
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8. Eliza Susan Rice, born 29 October 1856 Hancock County, KY; married Doctor Thomas 

Nichols, 3 October 1878 Hancock County, KY; she died 31 March 1927 Hancock 

County, KY and was buried Mt. Eden Baptist Church, Hancock County, KY. 

 
Owensboro Messenger, Owensboro, KY, Friday, 1 April 1927 p7: 

 
 

9. Sylvester M. Rice, born 3 June 1860 Hancock County, KY; he died 26 December 1896 

and was buried Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. 

10. Martha Ellen Rice, born 13 October 1862 Hancock County, KY; married George William 

Condor, 15 January 1885 Hancock County, KY and Jarrett R. Jarboe, 28 September 1892 

Hancock County, KY; she died 20 March 1938 Hancock County, KY and was buried Mt. 

Eden Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. 

 
Hancock Clarion, Hawesville, KY, 25 March 1938: 

 
 

11. Anna B. Rice, born 10 February 1866 Hancock County, KY; married William G. Ray, 10 

November 1886 Hancock County, KY; she died 12 November 1912 Vanderburgh 

County, IN and was buried Greenwood Cemetery, Tell City, Perry County, IN. 

12. Charles Franklin Rice, born 19 October 1867 Hancock County, KY; married Sarah 

Amelia Nugent, 14 January 1894 Hancock County, KY; he died 2 December 1939 

Hancock County, KY and was buried Mt. Eden Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. 

13. Edmonia Rice, born 19 June 1870 Hancock County, KY; married William H. Rice, 30 

January 1890 Hancock County, KY; she died 22 April 1900 Hancock County, KY and 

was buried Rice Cemetery, Hancock County, KY. 
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 A daughter of Jesse Rice, Sr. & Marata, married a Smith and died in Gallia County, Ohio 

in 1832. She had a son, Francis Marion Smith, who was born 14 February 1832 Gallia County, 

OH, who was one month old when his mother died and his father died in 1879. Francis M. Smith 

died 3 May 1901 Jackson County, Kansas and was buried in the Holton Cemetery, Holton, 

Jackson County, KS.  His death was noted in the newspapers of Hawesville, KY and Holton, KS. 

 

 
 

The Holton Weekly Signal, Holton, KS, 8 May 1901: 

.... When one month old his mother died, and he was placed with an aunt, with 

whom he lived until fifteen years of age. When he was about 8 years old his father moved 

to Chicago, where he lived until his death in 1879. The father and son only met once 

afterward, many years ago, before the latter came to Kansas. The former became 

possessed of an immense fortune, which on his death he willed to charitable institutions, 

probably not knowing that his son was still alive. At the age of fifteen Mr. Smith went to 

work on a steamboat on the Ohio river. From the place of a deck hand he worked his way 

up until he became the first mate of a vessel. During the war of the rebellion he was in the 

marine service on a gun boat in the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. On December 8, 1852, 

he was married at Pittsburg, Pa., to Miss Eliza Hill, of Westmoreland county, Pa. In 1864 

he came to Kansas and invested his savings in land, purchasing a tract in Liberty 

township, near where the Netawaka road crosses Straight Creek. This he improved and 

resided upon until 1881, when he sold it to A. D. Walker. For nearly one year he lived in 

Holton, about two years in Netawaka, and then purchased land in the immediate vicinity 

of his old home place, on which he has since resided.... Francis M. Smith Jr., resides at 

home .... Mrs. Reuben Wolfley, of Wetmore, sister of Mrs. F. M. Smith, attended the 

funeral of the latter's husband on last Sunday. Mrs. Smith's other sister, Mrs. Isaiah 

Travis, who fotinerly lived in this county, was unable to be present on account of the 

health of Mr. Travis. They now reside in Louisville, Pottawatomie county. 
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Hancock Clarion, Hawesville, KY, 1 June 1901: 

 
 

The last four paragraphs in the 

preceding article were published 

in The Tribune, Holton, KS, 10 

May 1901 page 1. 

 

***** 
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???  The name of the first wife Jesse Rice, Sr. (c1775-c1846) is spelled numerous ways by 

researchers – Marata, Maratta, Marita, Maritta, Merietta, Maritti, Moratty, Marotta, 

Marota, and others. The majority have interpreted this to be her first name, however, it is 

more likely that it was her surname (last name). In family bibles of their parents the 

names of two of Jesse Rice, Sr.’s grandsons were spelled as Benjamin Maratta Rice 

(1848-1906, son of Jesse, Jr.) and Isaac Moratty Rice (1848-1904, son of Andrew). At the 

time it was a common practice to use a mother or grandmother’s surname as a middle 

name in naming children. Also when Jesse Rice, Sr. was a resident of Pennsylvania there 

were families named Maratta or Marata living there. 

 


